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Odissi
Chinmayi Nath
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Chinmayi Nath has completed PhD in Geology in India and diploma in creative art
& Design from Suffolk New College, UK. She has been displaying her paintings in
various art exhibition places in Suffolk, Essex, and London. Her artworks depict her
journey and experience on different art style from miniature traditional palm leaf
etching of East to contemporary abstract art of West.
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Lament of a Flower Woman

Retold by Mona Lisa Jena

“Come, O dear ones, come

| have got fresh flowers for you, come!

Here, just keep the exact amount of cowries to buy
as | have not yet sold flowers to anyone!”

The flower woman went from lane to lane hawking her flowers. She
continued to sing in a melancholic tone. She stopped to speak to those
who would listen to her woes.

She had lost her job at the palace because of two youngsters who had
betrayed her trust and run away with the princess. If they had not, there
would have been no reason for her to sell flowers.

Two young men had landed up at her hut one day. They sought shelter in
her house saying they had lost their way, and paid an advance. Little did
she know that she would have to pay heavy price later! In between her
sobs, she said that the young men had begged so much for shelter that she
could not refuse. Had she not done so, would the maids at the palace
dared blacken her face! It was such an insult! The flower woman was
disconsolate.

That was years ago, she said, but it seemed like yesterday. The two men
had come riding on black and white horses.
“O aunty! Please save our honour,

Give us shelter, do this little favour,
Cowries we will give as much as you ask for

1

“Little did | know then that one of them was actually a prince in disguise
from the faraway land of Manipur and was accompanied by his minister’s
son. | fell for the bait of the cowries then. Unknowingly, | took care of
them with so much care. Who else would have to suffer but me?

“One year passed. They never ever mentioned about going back home.
They lived in my hut like my sons! | was at that time employed as the
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flower woman for the princess. For bringing the most beautiful flowers for
her, the king had granted me a plot of land. Sometimes | would put lovely
golden ketaki flowers on her braid. Sometimes | would get petals of
delicate blue lilies to adorn her forehead. Sometimes, she would ask me
for a garland of fresh tender leaves. Fragrant champak flowers were close
to her heart!

“I would also keep red sandalwood paste and other scented powders in my
basket. The princess so loved to wear garlands of bakul blossoms that |
wove for her. When she was happy with me, she would give me a sky-
coloured saree as a gift. Sometimes she would put wildflowers on her hair
and mango blossoms too when she fancied them.

Her braid, meandering like a serpent, would be festooned with freshly
bloomed kamini flowers.

One day, this Manipuri prince offered to help me and said,

“0 aunt, let me weave the garlands today

The princess would smile when she sees such flowers and the beads.
You will certainly get a gold chain

from the princess for such a garland.”

“I believed him and took the garland. He had hidden a letter in the flowers
and God alone know what was in it. | did not know that he had ulterior
motives in staying at my place! When the princess read the message, she
feigned anger and scolded me,

“Tell me now

In whose control are you now?

You are such a shameless woman,

that you could dare bring me

such a message? Now you will see my anger

| will teach you a lesson that you will remember always.”

Then the princess called for her attendants and asked them to blacken my
face with three charcoal marks, whip me ten times, and throw me out of
the palace. | was beaten by the maids who used to give me food. They
smeared my cheeks with charcoal powder! | had to bear such humiliation.
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Such a shame, indeed! When | reached my home, | told the men who had
been staying there and whom | treated as my sons,

“0 Outsiders! Leave my house at once!
Take back your precious cowries.

It is because of you that,

| was so disgraced

and my backbone hurts!”

When he heard me, the prince from Manipur, who was staying with me,
told his friend,

“Let us go back tomorrow, O friend!
If my letter is not accepted by the princess
What is the use of this pursuit!

Tomorrow | will end my worthless life

1”7

His friend, the son of the minister, tried to comfort him saying.

“She had given you a message in signs,
Your mission is successful

Now don’t grieve at all

By painting this women’s cheeks

With three lines of charcoal

She tells you to proceed cautiously

When it would be a dark night.

Or else you would be caught by the guards
And like this flower seller

You too would be caned and shamed.”

He continued, “Ten lashes on her back means you will go on the tenth
night. That day will be the Dussera festival. No one will be at home, they
would have gone to the fair, and making merry. By painting her face with
three lines, she conveys that she is adept in the art of love. You should
enter her chamber in the third phase of the dark night when no one will be
around. Your meeting will be safe. She has given you the signs, O dear
friend! Do not sob, do not suffer now.”

“When the prince heard his witty friend, he came to me and tried to
appease me. He gave me a golden necklace. Soon, the dark fortnight of
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the moon arrived. After the ninth day, the young man became restless.
On the tenth morning, he came to me with a gift of a stone-studded gold
ring and said,

“O dear aunt! Today | will weave a beautiful garland
You will deliver it to the princess

in her hand,

and you have this gold ring as well”.

“When | heard him, | bit my tongue in panic, and said,

“Don’t tell me all this again.

Have | forgotten that day

when she had three charcoal lines drawn on my face

and the lashing by her maids at the palace

nothing has faded from my mind.

If the king comes to know of this

He would have me pierced with iron stakes and punished
| don’t need your gold ring at all

Your wily talk is like poison to me now.”

But he would not give up. He pleaded with me with such tenderness that
again | lost my resolve. Then | told him to fetch the stone studded gold
ring. How could | go the royal palace with my bare fingers?

“He then set upon weaving a lovely garland with the buds of a hundred
white flowers.

It was so fragrant that honeybees gathered around. God knows what that
scoundrel now wrote in the second letter. How could | know, | never
learnt to read and write! | handed over the garland to the pretty princess
that morning. She pretended to be angry with me again as

before, and scolded me,

“How dare you come again and meet me?
This time your destiny is in my hands
your fate is sealed!”

She called her maids and made some signs to them. | no longer saw the
princess fuming. She mixed alata with hingul and put three lines on my
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clothes. Then she had me lifted up and thrown over the high boundary
wall of the backyard. When | fell into the thorny bushes, it hurt me a lot
and my clothes were torn. It is my good fortune that | didn’t die that day.
“When | came home, | shouted at the men,

“Get out of my home at once!

| was almost killed today

Because of your tricks,

Luckily, | am destined to live a few years more,
Get out of my home right now

Or else, | will thrash you with my broom

and break your bones.”

When the prince heard me, he moaned and said,

“What is the use of this life after all, | had hoped so much to meet the
princess. Now it is futile!”

But his clever friend, being the son of a minister, rolled in laughter and
said,

“Now your wishes are granted, dear friend,

by painting these three lines, she says,

she is now menstruating

and will meet you after three days.

You should scale the boundary wall at the back
As the guards are at the front door

You will enter the palace after midnight

And there will be the victory of your love

She has revealed it all!”

“God knows what magic that prince knew! He removed a gold bangle from
his wrist and gave it to me, and said, “This time, do forgive me, my dear
aunt!”

It was the thirteenth night then. He went to sleep early. When it was past
midnight, | entered the room where the men were sleeping with a lamp in
my hand. There was no one there! Then | also discovered that their
horses too had gone. | was feeling unwell and was worried that they had
gone without giving all my dues.
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In the morning, everybody in the palace woke up alarmed to see that the
princess was not in her bedchamber. Spies were sent in the four directions
to find her. They could not find a single clue. It was as if she had vanished
in thin air!

The spies brought the news much later,
“Miles away in the kingdom of Manipur,
The young prince has brought a new bride
No one knows where she hailed from!”

“I'heard everything and felt so ashamed. How could | reveal the truth that
was lodged in my heart! The princess was abducted by a thief. And my
livelihood was ruined in the bargain. | could not share my grief with
anyone, and it eroded my soul all along. | had been misled by the youth’s
innocence and his pleadings”.

The flower woman went lamenting from door to door, with her basketful
of freshly plucked flowers.

00 00

(Adapted from Sachidananda Routray’s poem ‘Malyani’)
Mona Lisa Jena, P N College Road, Mukunda Prasad, Khurda, Odisha, 752057, India
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Flutes

Mamata Dash

[originally in Odia, English translated by Mona Dash]

They were talking about flutes

iron, copper, brass, sliver, bamboo made

even a flute made of gold

The tune of a flute, the notes magical, mischievous
dulcet tones of a flute.

Someone mentioned a world famous

Flute maker

His name, address, life story

The madness of his life

Flutes?

When | uttered the word

The pain resounded in my bones
The tarnished door opened
Through it | saw a woman

So beautiful, young

Dishevelled, lost

in the moonlit night, flute in hand

Made from kadamba flowers, a sun

rose in the horizon of my mind

On the artificial trees of my childhood sat
hundreds of fragrant butterflies

Cuckoos like the one in doorbells

perfect and sweet, chimed

I held in the palm of my hands

honey from my lips

and wiped with my saree, my hidden secret eyes

Should I tell them then
About that day, about the flute?

Should | say, that | know the tune of
just one flute, only one
Have seen only one flute player

Srujan, 2021, 1(1)
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Under a vast universal night

Under a canopy of moonlight

alongside the shores of blueness

He had played the flute only for me

only once

and at that moment, my world had come so alive
that even after, trying once, trying again

could never commit suicide, could never be annihilated
Whatever had happened that night

Whatever had been enacted that night

on the eternal stage

Can | today, point towards it?

Should 1?

00 00

Mamata Dash is a multilingual writer, in Odia, English and translating from Bengali.

Her published work includes ten anthologies of poems, four collections of short
stories, one novel, two essay collections, one anthology of poems translated into
English from Odia. She has translated fifteen books from English and Bengali, and a
monogram of Bhubaneswar Behera published by Central Sahitya Academy. Among
many awards and sammanas she has received the State Sahitya Academy Award
Bhanuji Rao Award, Bishuba milan poetry award, Bharat Naik Smruti Sammana,
Bharatiya Bhasa Parishad National award, Sachi Raoutray Memorial award, Kalindi
charan memorial award, Jugashree juganari Award, felicitation from Varnamala,
Istahaar, Nilakain Chetabani, Dharitri, Gokarnika. She gained a senior fellowship
from Government of India (Department of Culture) and did research on the Genesis
of evolution of "Radha Consciousness."
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Dhauli: The Stupa of Mercy

Mumukshya Tapabrata Baitharu

The virescent grass fields,

The artesian flowing lakes.

All around embedded in paix.
Surrounding them? Happy peals.

But soon, the peals precede,

And with blood the land shakes.
Emperor Ashoka in anger takes
Steps that’d leave Odisha unhealed.

Bloodshed filling his heart with despair;
Tears of pain he cried for the people.
‘Oh! Bring the joy back to this land!’

Stands there the symbol of beauty in err,
Dhauli, in forgiveness of Ashoka is its steeple,
Showing peace and war go hand in hand...

(e olo o]
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Sacrifice for Konark

Mumukshya Tapabrata Baitharu

“Stands there the temple, inviolable,”
Said the senile, old man.

“In all sense, it’s ‘incroyable’!

But grand I say, is quite not it’s plan.”

Irateness undertook the Odia across,
Verdurous grounds soon turning dull.
Remorsefully, he said, “a tragic loss,
A life was taken to make its skull

Unpleasing the Raja, 10,000 would die.
But then came in a small, young boy,
Fixing Konark, oh how elders didn’t apply!
And bit the dust, whilst others enjoy.”

Oh, how did a child sacrifice?
When even today, elders don’t suffice?

©0 o0

Mumukshya Mumukshya Tapabrata Baitharu is a fourteen-year-old aspiring

innovator. She is a black-belt in karate and enjoys listening to all genres of music.

Quite inquisitive at heart, she relishes reading books and writing. She lives in
Sharjah, UAE.
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Siddhartha Shankar Ray is an IT Professional who dabbles in photography. He is
born in Cuttack, currently based at Pune.
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Ceiling
Gaurav Pati

| peep,

Peep through those cracks,
At heaven above;

She peeps,

Peeps through me,

At nothing;

As | crouch on my bed
Far from comfort-

Under the barren gaze

Of her blank pupils,

Aged with secrets,

Secrets she is concealing,
That old woman on my ceiling.

That cold snicker

Dressed upon her face,

White like lies,

Lies — like truths untold,;
Through silent peals,

Silent peals that peel off her
Dancing to tunes of time
They kiss me,

Those kisses filled with secrets,
Secrets she is concealing,

The old woman on my ceiling.

0000
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Gaurav Pati is a student at National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad, currently
pursuing a bachelor’s Degree in Animation film design. Brought up in Delhi, he
originally belongs to Kendrapara district in Odisha. He loves storytelling as a whole,
be it through the medium of writing stories, poems, making comics or short films.
He has previously been published in various magazines and anthologies including

that of Children’s book trust of India and National book trust of India.
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Dr. Sarat Chandra Rath, is Former Professor and Head, Department of Odia, Utkal
University, Bhubaneswar. He is an unabridged writer, researcher and critic. He is
well-known as a lyricist and column writer. Over thirty books are to his credit. He is
winner of several awards including the prestigious ‘Bhaktakabi Memorial Gold
Medal’.
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98¢
Staircase of bones

Prahallad Satapathy

At mid night

My octogenarian mother

Comes to me in silent steps
Scaling the staircase of her bones.

She is reduced to a voice only!
Quite feeble, not visible

To find her | search her voice
As if she is a bird sitting on the
limbs of a fleshy tree

Covered with yellow leaves!

These days aged mothers are not visible

to their short-sighted sons,

hard of hearing even they are.

Very feeble being the sensitivity of our time!

One can foresee better one's
Career prospect through

the rear-view mirror of speed
No time for the aged.

What sort of insanity that we are griped in
Is it the effect of capitalism

with its newly discovered hair dye
Coloring the age of time?

The mother is just a piece of antics

Placed somewhere in the cupboard

Along with other forgotten trophies

Of childhood left to the cobweb to weave dream !

00 0

Dr Prahallad Kumar Satapathy, Balangir, is a retired Asso Professor of Economics. A bilingual
poet, in Odia and English, with four anthologies, published in many national and international
magazines. He has been nominated twice to Odissa Sahitya Academy. His poem Staircase of
bones has been published in a multilingual anthology.
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q9ee
The Boatboy

Mona Dash
Dhenkanal, Odisha, India, 1938

The river grew wide at this time of the year, increasing in girth every
passing day. Baji liked to sit on the banks and watch her swell.

‘She is big, she won’t grow anymore,’ his mother would say.

‘If she remains like this for a few more weeks, the paddy fields will be full,’
his father would hope. Together they would dream, a bountiful crop, food
the year round but that was when his father was still alive.

When Baji was only six years old, his father was claimed by a fever for
days, then weeks. The kabiraja concocted a bitter paste to drink with water
every night, the village priest visited to drive away the evil spirits. They
assured he would be well soon. Instead, his father returned one evening
from ferrying the boat, and collapsed. Baji reached out to touch him. His
fingers recoiled. His father was stiff. He hadn’t understood. His mother had
started wailing, banging her head on the door of their hut. Within minutes,
the villagers arrived. They had to take the body, they said. Someone carried
Baji on his shoulders to the masani, the graveyard on the outskirts of the
village. It was the duty of the son, however young, to light the pyre. The
body laid on wood, some marigold flowers thrown on the coarse sheets,
nothing elaborate ‘for we are not like the wealthy Raja or his Zamindars,’
his mother said.

It had been seven years ago, yet he couldn’t forget the heavy stick he’d been
handed and advised to bring down hard on his father’s head. ‘It breaks the
skull and lets the insides burn,” they’d explained. They wiped his tears.
They gave him a banana to eat. For years he would remember how his
father’s hand had suddenly jerked up. They said it happened when the logs
of wood burned and dislodged the body, burnt black, as if to say Bye-bye,
ta-ta the way he did when he left for work in the morning. Ta-ta, and Baji
would wave back until the boat grew smaller and the water still once more.
Ta-ta.

0

The villagers worshipped Brahmani; calming her anger when she threatened
to flood, praying for her waters to fill when there was a drought. The fields
spanned their village Bhuban, then all the way up to the village of Ranpur.
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Like the other boatmen, Baji’s family lived on the banks of the Brahmani.
His mother worked in the farmers’ houses, grinding the paddy to husk. Baji
went to school in the day, and in the afternoons, ferried the boat. The
boatboy they called him. The villagers paid his mother with rice and grains.
Sometimes he would catch fish; the silvery kokila flashing in the shallow
waters, which his mother fried with salt, but only for him. ‘Never, Baji,
never!!” she’d shouted when he placed one small fish in the mound of rice
she was eating. As a widow, she could only have vegetarian food, cooked
with no ginger, garlic or onion; it was as much a sin to offer non-vegetarian
food to a widow, as it was for her to eat it, she explained. It seemed the
whole world conspired to add to his mother’s sorrows, Baji thought.

o 0)

Once a month, the villagers were called upon to do bethi, work for the king,
but with no wages. The palace on the hill, Yatna Mahal had been built
through bethi. It had taken ten men five days to hang on the ceiling a
decoration of lights and glass. It had come all the way from London, chand-
elier they called it.

‘But why should we work without wages?” When Baji asked his mother,
she would panic, cover his mouth with her small hands, silencing him,
‘He’s the king, the Raja. We have to serve him.’

Once, the villagers were instructed to cook kheer for the king’s palace. Baji
and his friend Fagoo watched, eyes popping, the milk from twenty cows,
thickened, the rice soft just once to slurp that milky, sweet thickness. They
were not allowed a single spoonful.

‘But why must we cook for them and part with our food?’ he asked.

‘So much trouble,” his mother whispered. “You will get into so much
trouble.” She sat him down and explained the laws of the land. Bethi was
only of them. There was begari, when they had to carry the luggage of the
British officials and Indian kings, free of charge. There was rasad, when
they had to deliver goods, free of charge. They could do nothing to change
these rules.

His mother wore a widow’s white, the aanchal covering her head. Her large
eyes shone, tears in them, as always.

‘Why are you crying again, Bou?’ he asked, at which she sobbed louder.

e}

Baji looked at his reflection in the water, his bare body, the half dhoti,
yellowish white, a bit tattered, tied firmly so that it didn’t slip off. One day,
he would leave Bhubhan, leave Dhenkanal district itself, and work in
Cuttack. One day, he would wear a hat and coat, and speak in English. He
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would be a sahib, just like the Englishman, the Political officer of Orissa,
who had come to their school last week.

They had prepared for the visit for months. On the day, the school was
swept. The children came in clean clothes, faces scrubbed, hair brushed.
They gathered for the assembly. Every child received a ladoo; Baji held the
sweet, orange ball in his hand, wanting to save half of it for his mother. His
bites were too big perhaps, for very soon nothing was left, except for the
taste of sugar and ghee on his tongue.

The sahib was tall, his hair shone. He wore dark glasses, so that the sun
didn’t burn his eyes. In bilat, England, there was no sun; the moon lived in
the sky permanently. In bilat there were no huts, everyone lived in houses,
for there were no poor people. It was hard for the sahibs to come and live
here, but they did. They were not used to the heat, the dirt roads. ‘We have
to look after them,’ their teacher explained. So the boys did. They fanned
the sahib, standing in a circle around the tall wooden chair he sat on. Major
Bazelgette, they tried to say his name, the syllables falling of their tongues.
‘Majjor Bajjelgette’, ‘a softer zzz,” the teacher instructed, but try as he
might, Baji could only say, ‘Bajjelgette.’

0

Nayantara, one of the village widows, lived with her parents, in the last hut,
right where the bank sloped, and the mud was even softer. Sometimes Baji
saw her, sitting outside, in her white saree, feet draped in the water. Her
husband had died a year ago and she had been sent back by her in-laws.
Everyone had gathered, Baji among them, to watch her walk back into her
parents’ house, face lowered; her parents not happy with the returned guest.
A daughter’s place was with her husband and in-laws, after all. Everyone
was commiserating with the parents, but no one seemed to notice that
Nayantara’s eyes were red, mouth misshapen, the way it was when you
cried for hours. When he mentioned this to his mother, she nodded and said
things would have been worse had Sati still been prevalent.

When Baji thought of Nayantara in flames, the fire burning her body just
like it had burnt his father’s, he could feel the fire in his nostrils.

Sometimes Fagoo came in the morning, when the sun was still feeble in the
sky, and waited with him by the boat. One such day as they dug pebbles in
the mud and flung them into the water, he nudged Baji. A slim body in the
water, white saree sticking to her legs, Nayantara was swimming fast,
furiously. Baji looked away, but Fagoo stood still and stared.

‘Is she alright?’ Baji worried. Was she trying to cross the river? Did she
need the ferry?
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‘Ssshh, of course she is fine. She is having her bath. I want to watch her.’
“You shouldn’t.’

‘Why not? Married at fourteen, widowed at sixteen, barren after two years,
isn’t that what they say about her?’

He wanted to do something which would silence Fagoo, make him look
away from Nayantara’s lithe form.

But just then, someone called out, ‘Boatman! Hey, boy!’

At the sound of the voice renting the still air, Nayantara disappeared, a flash
of white, a flash of brown and gone. She must have swum underwater, but
Baji didn’t see her resurface, and the three young men, were right there,
ready to step into his little boat, talking animatedly all the time.

“You are the boatman, not him? Can you row us all across?’ one of them
asked, looking disbelievingly at Baji. Fagoo was so much bigger than him,
but he was fifteen, a year or older than Baji.

‘I can. I do this every day,” he said.

Out of all the people he had ferried, there was something different about
these men. Almost as if they stood straighter, their voices louder, none of
the whispers he heard from the other villagers. Baji heard the word bethi a
few times. He strained to hear better.

They came back the next day. One of them even smiled at Baji as he got off
the boat.

Back and forth the river, a few times in the month. Who were they? Where
did they go?

‘Mohanty will join us, only a matter of time,” one of them said.

“Yes. We need more people like him. He refused to do bethi this month.
They did a lathi charge, but he resisted.’

Baji, mustering courage interrupted, ‘Can we resist? Can we refuse to do
bethi?’

‘Boy, what is your name?’ the one with the moustache asked. His face was
serious.

‘Baji Rout.’

‘And your father’s?’

‘He died some years ago.’

‘By the king’s orders, no doubt!” one of them laughed.

‘I amBaishnav. This is Raghu, and Gobinda,’ the other man said pointing to
himself and then the other two. ‘We are sorry about your father. But that is
what they do. They make us slave, we die, and they eat... and eat.’

Baji remembered his father, his thin frame standing firm on the boat as he
rowed. The vest he wore with three holes, one much larger than the others.
‘One day, Baji, it will all change. We will make it change!” Baishnav’s eyes
looked ahead, farther than where the river lapped on the other bank.
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‘Do you go to school?’

Baji nodded.

‘Can you run an errand for us?’ Rabi asked.

‘One of our friends will come to the river bank tomorrow in the evening.
Can you pass this note to him? He will come up to you and say ‘hukum.
That’s the cue.’

They gave him a whole anna and waved at him when they got off. Baji
waved, Ta-ta, the coin tight in his fist. Hukum meaning order. Hukum,
hukum he practised all the way home.

The next evening, a young man, wearing a khadi dhoti stood at the
riverside. Baji knew it had to be one of them even before he said the word.

He knew from the gait, from the look. They exchanged smiles.

0000

(An extract from The BoatBoy, one of the short stories in Let Us Look Elsewhere.
Published by Dahlia Book UK and available online from Dahlia Bookshop,
Waterstones Online and Amazon)

Mona Dash is the author of A Roll of the Dice: a story of loss, love and genetics
(Linen Press, UK 2019) winner of an Eyelands International Book Awards for
memoir. Her debut short story collection Let Us Look Elsewhere published by
Dahlia Books UK, received critical acclaim. An earlier version of Let Us Look
Elsewhere was shortlisted in the SI Leeds Literary Award, 2018. Her other
published books are A Certain Way, Untamed Heart, and Dawn-drops. Her work
has been listed in leading competitions such as Novel London 20, S| Leeds Literary
award, Fish, Bath, Bristol, Leicester Writes and Asian Writer. She has been widely
published in international journals and more than twenty-two anthologies. She is a
member of The Whole Kahani, a British South Asian Writers Collective. Born and
brought up in Odisha, Mona currently works in a global tech company and lives in
London. www.monadash.net; Twitter: dash2mona; Instagram: monadash
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Oneness

Acrylic on Canvas,24 x 30 inches
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Soul mates made for each other even in crisis, the flame of their eternal
endearment unperturbed by the storm raging all around. Two bodies united
by one common consciousness of faith, love and the vow of staying
together through the thick and thin, till the end of time. For what is true and
untainted and cherished by the heart, even the darkest of days cannot tear
apart
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Dr. Dinabandhu Sahoo, is a physician by profession and painter by passion. He
possesses keen interest in other fields of creativity like poetry, theatre and mimicry.
He graduated from SCB Medical College, Cutack in 1994 and postgraduate studies
in Internal Medicine (2004-2007) at VSS Medical College, Burla. He is presently
working as a Medicine Specialist at Dist. Headquarter Hospital, Bhawanipatna. He
bears the credit of participation in various state and national level Fine Art
Workshops cum Exhibitions across India.
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The Cresthulty Journed

My pet chicken

Subha Das

Dr Subha Das is retired doctor; she was doing O&G and General Practice. She
describes that life was very busy while she was working, after retirement she has
picked up music, bowling (got 12 trophies), painting, learning bridge, volunteering,
gardening and charity. She regularly donates to Stroke Association. Her moto in life
is, ‘one should do something, as long as they can.” She lives in Scotland.
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Hand

Durga Prasad Panda

Like a hungry serpent
this hand

slithers around
the dense wilderness

of your body
looking for prey.

Could this awkward hand
Be mine ?

After all, it is hard to believe
that this slender,

pink-skinned, petal soft
hand that has

never hurt a housefly
in the daylight

could easily turn
so beastly in the dark !

Like the cat’s burning eyes,
perhaps, the secret truths

of the body are revealed
only in the darkness !
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A butterfly in Konark

Durga Prasad Panda

Hovering lazily
over

the filigreed
gyrating bodies on the walls

of Konark, a vagrant
polka-dotted

butterfly sits awestruck
on the taut nipple

of a voluptuous nautch girl
wondering

when exactly the flower
turned so hard !

0000

The poem 'Hand' first published in the 'Indian Literature', Mar-Apr 2006 and 'A
Butterfly in Konark' appeared recently in 'Shape of a Poem', A Red River Book of
Contemporary Erotic Poetry 2021.

Durga Prasad Panda (1970) is an accomplished bilingual poet from Sambalpur,
Odisha whose works have appeared in prestigious journals like, Debonair, Indian
Literature, Gentleman, Outlook, Sunstone (USA), Stag Hill Literary Journal, Kavya
Bharati, The Little Magazine etc. A significant voice of freshness, he is recognised
among the foremost poets writing in Odia. He has attended several symposiums
including the 39th World Congress of Poets. Most recently he has edited a Reader
on Jayanta Mahapatra for Sahitya Akademi.
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Kalinga Express

Bijay Biswaal
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Acrylic on canvas, 36x48 inches
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Vadnagar Express

Bijay Biswaal

Acrylic on canvas. 36x48 inches
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Driven by indomitable passion and creativity, this self trained obsessive painter
Bijay Biswaal from India has given a new horizon to realism. This versatile painter,
adept in all media and genre of national and international repute lauded by none
other than prime minister in MANN K1 BAAT, is currently the Brand ambassador of
WINSORANDNEWTON India.
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Poonam Mahapatra is a young civil servant by profession. Though a post-graduate
in Physics, her love for Odia literature makes her a poet at heart. Along with writing
on social media platforms, she is an enthusiast for open mic events. At present, she

resides in Bhubaneswar, Odisha.
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q9ee
Parashurama Temple, Bhubaneswar, Odisha

Ashok Misra, Leena Appicatlaa

This beautiful temple of Parashurameswara is dedicated to a form of Lord
Shiva. Located in Bhubaneswar, the capital city of Odisha, it is one of the
oldest temples in India, built around 650-750 CE. Walking down Kedar
Gouri road, in Old town, along a little lane lined by trees and quaint old
buildings made of red sandstone, one comes across this temple, near a
banyan tree and the ubiquitous paan shops which line virtually every street
in Odisha.

A remarkably well-preserved temple, courtesy the ASI (Archeological
Survey of India), one can see the typical Kalinga style of architecture here.
This is an original style of architecture unique to this region. The roof of the
hall is flat and is called Jagamohan, the hall of worshippers. It is said that
this was the first temple in this era, to have this hall. The Jagamohan is
attached to a Deula, which is like a chariot, about 40 feet high. Another
interesting sculpture of the temple is that of the Saptamatrikas, the seven
goddesses of Hinduism. So, we see Vaishnavi, Brahmani, Indrani,
Maheswari, Chamunda among others, which denote Shakti worship
prevalent in this region.

The temples itself is a compact structure made of red sandstone,
interspersed with dark patches, a play of colors of human civilization. Ages
and ages of life seem to have been etched on its walls, with delicate floral
motifs by skilled Odia craftsmen. The entrance to the temple has a low roof,
perhaps to make one bow before entering the Jagamohan. The legend
behind this temple is also interesting. It is essentially a Shiva temple, but of
his Parashurameswara form.

Parashurama the sixth avatar of Lord Vishnu was always hot headed and
much more so, after his possessions were snatched away by the reigning
monarch. Carrying his Parashu, with matted hair and a face burning with
rage, Parashurama marched across the world, determined to restore balance
in the universe. Born as the son of the sage Jamadagni, Parashuram was
known for his power, his might, and his tremendous self-respect.
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A warrior of his might still needed Divine grace and protection. It was only
expected that he worshipped Lord Shiva, the ultimate ascetic God, for days
and eons. With the river Ganga flowing from his knotted locks and his blue
throat colored by the deadly poison he had once swallowed; residing in the
mysterious Mount Kailash, Lord Shiva was the only one who could give
Parashurama his much-needed succor and grace. Lord Shiva was pleased
with Parashurama and appeared to him as Parashurameswara, which
essentially translates into, ‘The Lord of Parashurama.’

Stay a little longer at this temple, in the early morning or late evening. The
shadows grow deeper and slowly one is no longer aware of time. As the
shadows play on the sandstone, feels as if it is the 7" century. Is it that time
has stopped or is it that we have taken a step back into time?

0000

Photos: Ashok Misra is employed as a security engineer in Microsoft Corporation in
Redmond, Washington, USA. He is a specialist in cryptocurrency payments and
ecommerce. He is a passionate photographer as well. His obsession with
photography finds an outlet when he visits his hometown in Bhubaneswar, Odisha.

Article: Dr Leena Appicatlaa has an avid interest in ancient monuments. She enjoys
visiting old temples and forts and understanding their history. Legends of Indian
temples have always been an area of interest. She is a doctor based in Bangalore and
heads a Pan India network of Clinical laboratories for HCG hospitals.
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gee
No destination to reach
Nilamadhab Kar

Now that you are not here with me anymore
You make me complete

I am filled with the emptiness

That adds so much meaning to life

| realize all that surrounds me

Does not make any sense

As the fallen leaves gather, and

Beats missed in heart, | search for signs
That | exist, between those

Forgotten breaths

I don't hold on to the time,

As it really doesn't move,

The chasm so vast and covered in mist
There is no shore in sight,

| just enjoy floating away, as

There is no destination to reach

0000

Dr Nilamadhab Kar writes about the contrasts in human understandings in
relationships, expressing mostly through poems. His literarary activities include
editing journals and translating works of Odia to English and vice versa. He has
three poetry anthologies; his literary articles have been published in magazines and
anthologies in USA, UK, and India. He is a psychiatrist by profession.
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QeQ : @ §GEE edim
Srujan : The Creativity Journal

Information about the journal

qee : @ @9GES @4Im [The Srujan: The Creativity Journal (SCJ)] is an
endeavour to showcase creative excellence from Odisha and promote it
worldwide. This will include Poetry, Short Stories, Paintings, Photography,
Dance, Sculpting and any other creative outputs.

It is an attempt to put together the choicest creative articles in Odia
Literature and creativity in other artistic expressions linked to Odisha for an
international readership; with an aim of propagating, promoting Odia
literature and creativity worldwide.

Avrticles

Articles of creative writing (poems, stories, paintings, sculpting, dance,
photographs, and other art forms etc.) related to Odisha are included in this
International Journal.

It is designed to be a multilingual journal. Translations from different
languages to Odia and from Odia to other languages (with written
permissions from original copy right holder) are also accepted.

Avrticles from authors connected to Odisha and writing in other languages
are also welcome.

Journal also encourages readers to suggest a good piece of creative writing
or art of an author or creator to be included in this journal.

Instruction to authors

Type of articles

Poems: please submit two to three poems at a time. Each poem should not
be more than 40 lines.

Stories: only one story at a time

Painting: One or more paintings can be presented, along with a write up
about the paintings, title, and theme, method of painting or about the
painter. High quality JPEG files are needed.

Photographs: Artistic photographs can be submitted, one or more at a time,
along with a write up about them. Photographs of creative sculptures can
also be submitted. Photographs should be in high resolution JPEG files.
Photographs of dance / Dancer / with explanations

Photographs of sculptures / sculpting
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Biography of famous creators in history: Article on a creative person,
detailing their creative achievements, and background can be submitted
with relevant photographs. These articles are expected to be no more than
500 words.

Publication Ethics:

It is important that the authors need to adhere to the publication ethics. If
plagiarism or any other unethical practice is brought the notice of the
editorial board, a process will be followed and the article will be retracted
and the readers will be informed. Readers are encouraged to report
plagiarism or any unethical practice to the editorial board. Authors will
remain responsible for any conflicts about their submission. Editorial board
or the publishers will not have any liability.

Submission of articles

Articles are submitted by email. srujan.journal@gmail.com
Communication regarding outcome of the article (acceptance or rejection)
will be communicated in a reasonable time frame or within 3-6 months. The
scope of additional communication is limited, considering that the project is
supported by volunteers.

Selection process:

Some articles are invited. All other submitted articles are subjected to a
review process (mostly double-blind / anonymous without the identities of
authors or reviewers disclosed). Following review, based on the reviewers’
feedback, articles are selected for publication. Editors facilitate the overall
process. Articles with objectionable content that may hurt the sentiments are
rejected. Articles without adequate info on the ‘author instructions’ will not
be processed further. Please check for spelling mistakes, typographical
issues before submission. Editors’ decisions are final.

Copyright:

Authors retain the copyright. The articles are published under suitable
CreativeCommons License. Authors can submit their articles published in
the past, if they hold the copyright, or have written permission from the
previous publisher to republish. In the latter case the authors need to
provide the written permission from the original copyright holder.
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Preparation of the manuscript

Articles should be prepared in MS Word, any editable Font (Unicode font,
e.g Kalinga)

Check spellings,

Avoid objectionable content

Save the file in your name and the type of article (e.g. Ramnath Lenka -
Poem)

Please provide these details

Page 1

Author name*

Address: Current place of residence, State/Country*

Author biography (around 50 words) Example style: Name Surname,
Artistry, usual work, ... etc. ...],* Please make it in one paragraph, to be
written in third person.

Email*

Phone (not to be published)

Author photo: stamp size or small passport size (may not to be published)
Optional information -The details previous publication of submitted article:
name of the magazine/newspaper where published, Year (date). If published
earlier, please ensure that, if needed, you have authority to republish or
have written permission from the original publisher / copyright holder to
republish.

Please note: Articles sent from your email will be considered as your
confirmation that it is your original article, and you will be solely
responsible for any dispute or copyright violation.

Page 2 onwards:

Title of the article

Your name

Content of the article

Photographs for articles (paintings, photographs, sculptures etc.) should be
given in high resolution JPEG files separately. File name should have the
name of the author/contributor.

For further information please contact

Srujan Editorial Board: srujan.journal@gmail.com

Quality of Life Research and Development Foundation (QoLReF), India:
golref@gmail.com

The Institute of Insight, UK: theinstituteofinsight@gmail.com
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4eQ: @ NG Fdi
Srujan : The Creativity Journal

Invitation for articles

This is an effort to put together a
journal with the choicest creative
articles in Odia Literature and
creativity in other fields of artistic
expressions linked to Odisha for
an international readership; with
an aim of propagating, promoting
Odia literature and creativity
worldwide.

Articles (‘poem, short story, art,
and other creative forms”) are
invited for the Srujan: The
Creativity Journal. Please send
your selected articles only.
Submit one article at a time; for
poems you can send up to 3 small
poems. Do not send essays and
critiques.

This is a multi-lingual journal
accepting creative articles of
translations from and to Odia
from different languages; along
with article from Odia people
writing in other languages.

The journal will consider pre-
published articles as well (you
may have to acquire permission
from the original publishers if
they have such condition).

Selection of all the submitted
articles is done by a peer group,
except the invited ones.

4ee IR 6AS! A0Ig

632 QIS B IeF AR A9Y 69
L6QIFS 9L AGR G4
AIORAORANFE REFEIER IS | 6G2I
AR 6 F1RAFQ FOIR IAR ILIQ
S QY |

gl IR A8 ‘@&, 9, F99%!,
ACNRTQ 6 ARY YRR 6AS A0IR
QIR6R | 2108 Fea JATE 6adlIgeq
2 Q0Ig | 4Q6R 6915~ 6RS! AOIG;
6068 RG0! IR 2Q6R G6RIT adie
6316 @TG! AOIR AIAES | FaR,
2I6RISR 2T C0Ig AIE |

qel og aIfe 9G4l | 652 @ G 6RJR
390 QAR 6RSH, AR 6RI (BT
2AQIRITIQ B 2AQY AUTIQ BTG 2AGRIL
621R8Q1 6a¢!l) T0IR AIFER |

ge geidie 6adId a0Ia AIRER, 98
6999 gat gRIR QIR TG A6
AQAG &N |

AINEG 6n9lIg 81969R, A0S
AQAQ 6RGIYPRR AR IR EnSie-
6RYR! ASRIFIQI KU |
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Please refer to the ‘Instruction to
authors’ for more information
about submission. All the articles
should be submitted in Word file,
(preferably Kalinga font for
Odia), author’s photo, address
(place and state/country), bio in
50 words, email are essential.
Submit to the email below.

The article should be the authors’
own creation. Authors will
remain responsible for any
conflicts about their submission.
Editorial board or the publishers
will not have any liability.

Looking forward to your
submissions.

Editorial Team,
Srujan: the creativity Journal
srujan.journal@gmail.com

6RSI A0IRQ! AIR '6ASIAA FELEIRT
60913 . 6ANIAQ Word TIame, (8@
6RSll AR KRG T, YR6RIS AR
QUFA1A), IR 6FI66, F1E1, OREII
(699 9I9/A9Q 8 AR/6G9), 7%
QY6 A1 IR, AEAIM, AOIRR FLIG
QARIQ | 6ANIAQ TR GRS
REMG COI |

6] 6AHR-CRAYAIF FFF H1@
62102/Q!1 ISR | Sl IR 16
F0Q 6x16d AR°AR IR EASIR-
ARl F6@ QA QE6R; 6A96Q YIR
AHQ GR1 Ql Rl 616
QAR 0Fe QI |

209 6Rsl A0IRQI AR ACHT
ARl |

QSR ASR
qee: @ GNGAT edia
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The Institute of Insight, UK
[A non-profit organisation]
The Institute of Insight is a non-profit organisation with an objective to advance education,
promote health and creativity to improve quality of life by providing opportunities for lifelong
learning, training, appropriate services, research, and publications for the benefit of general
public and professionals worldwide.

The Institute is working in partnership with Quality of Life Research and Development
Foundation (QoLReF) and Geriatric Care and Research organisation (GeriCaRe) which are
academic and charitable organisations supported by resource persons worldwide.

The Institute of Insight is currently supporting various public education initiatives, research
related works and publications. It is contributing to the Healthy Ageing Conference a public
education event in India, for elderly people and their caregivers. It sponsors publication of
Journal of Geriatric Care and Research, Srujan, The Creativity Journal, which are freely
available to general public and professionals.



	Cover
	Srujan 2021 Content
	Last page

