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Srujan: The Creativity Journal

Articles for Srujan

This is an effort to put together a
journal with the choicest creative
articles in Odia Literature and
creativity in other fields of artistic
expressions linked to Odisha for
an international readership; with
an aim of propagating, promoting
Odia literature and creativity
worldwide.

Articles (‘poem, short story, art,
and other creative forms’) are
invited for the Srujan: The
Creativity Journal. Please send
your selected articles only. Submit
one article at a time; for poems
you can send up to 3 small poems.
Do not send essays and critiques.

This is a multi-lingual journal
accepting creative articles of
translations from and to Odia from
different languages; along with
article from Odia people writing in
other languages.

The journal will consider pre-
published articles as well (you
may have to acquire permission
from the original publishers if they
have such condition).

Selection of all the submitted
articles is done by a peer group,
except the invited ones.
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Please refer to the ‘Instruction to
authors’ for more information
about submission. All the articles
should be submitted in Word file,
(preferably Kalinga font for Odia),
author’s name, address (place and
state/country), bio in 100 words,
email are essential. Submit to the
email below.

The article should be the authors’
own creation. Authors will remain
responsible for any conflicts about
their submission. Editorial board
or the publishers will not have any
liability.

Looking forward to your
submissions.

Editorial Team,
Srujan: the creativity Journal
srujan.journal@gmail.com
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Sitabinji — If Rocks Could Talk
Sugato Tripathy

History has a strange way of preserving itself. Be it age old scriptures,
venerable monuments, archeological excavations and even cave paintings, it
almost always fascinatingly finds a way to be revealed in the most
improbable of places and often in the most incredible manner. Sitabinji in
Keonjhar district of Odisha is witness to one such episode of history which
is preserved amidst an outcrop of gigantic rock boulders resembling a small
platoon of “rocky soldiers” safeguarding an ancient treasure trove.

History, Legend and Myths

Deriving its name from a nearby stream known as Sita, this small obscure
village of Sitabinji with a population of less than 1000, is steeped in history
and folklore. Legend has it that Maa Sita used this place as a shelter when
she was deserted by Lord Rama. The locals also believe that she gave birth
to Luv and Kush at this very place. A small temple (actually a mud and
brick structure) with the carved stone idols of Maa Sita and her two sons is
located between a natural cavity formed by two seemingly perilous,
humongous boulders perched against each other at different angles.
Gouranga Charan Dehury, the local priest has been performing puja here for
the past 40 years and laments the lack of care for the age old structure due
to the remote location. An enormous boulder which looks the most
enigmatic among its accomplices is known as “Bhandaraghara” (store house
in Odia) which is believed to be the hiding place of looted treasures by the
famous dacoit “Ratnakar” who later turned into Valmiki and wrote the epic
saga of Ramayana. According to historians, there is also enough evidence to
suggest that few Buddhist monks of the Hinayana sect inhabited Sitabiniji
during 4" -6™ century BC.

Ravana Chhaya

Perhaps the most famous structure in Sitabinji is the rock of Ravana Chhaya
(Shadow of Ravana). Again typical to this mysterious place, two gigantic
granite boulders are lounged against each other creating a triangular crevice
which is 6.7 m in height and 4.7 m in depth. It would seem that the two
boulders were deliberately stacked in such a unique manner to preserve

4qe@, Srujan, 2021, 1(2)
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precious artwork for centuries to come. May be the demon king Ravana, the
king of Lanka, famous for his celestial powers, had a hand in this. Standing
tall at about 22 feet above the ground, the main rock (in the shape of a half-
closed umbrella) is situated on top of another boulder.

geq, Srujan, 2021, 1(2) 12



Tempera Paintings

Dating back to 7™ century BC, the paintings in the rock shelter of Ravana
Chaya were created using the tempera technique. The rough granite surface
was smoothened with the help of thin layer of lime, before applying the
quick drying colours synonymous to tempera paintings. Spread across 1000
sg.cm, the paintings do not show any links to religious artwork. It portrays
an imperial figure with a sword, sitting on top of an elephant probably in a
royal procession. A number of followers escort the procession on foot,
along with women who seem to be dancing with a few accompanying
horsemen. Rarely the sun rays penetrate the dense canopy surrounding the
rocky structure, but when it does, it illuminates the centuries old fresco
paintings giving a clear view of the entire “canvas”, a testament to the
artistic endeavor in those times. Some historians also believe that this
location was used as a royal retreat while hunting.

Rock Inscriptions

Inscriptions dating back to more than 1,000 years were discovered here by
researchers a few years ago. The site contains fragments of bricks from
unidentified structures replete with Pali inscriptions. Soapstone figurines
and even ancient coins of the Kushanas have been unearthed indicating that
Sitabinji might have been an active hub in those days.

q@e, Srujan, 2021, 1(2)
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Rustic Charm

Apart from being rich in mythological and historical artifacts, Sitabinji is
also a very picturesque place. During autumn, when the old leaves give way
to the new ones, the trees ensemble themselves with various hues of red,
yellow and green giving the place look of a rustic European village. With so
many rock shelters and boulder formations in this place, it might seem
familiar to scenes in the famous anime American television sitcom “The
Flintstones”.

99, Srujan, 2021, 1(2)
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A Puny Feeling

Some geologists have argued that these boulders are one of the oldest
formations on earth. Surrounded by huge imposing rock formations, one is
bound to experience a dwarfish feeling and can’t help but wonder about the
majestic outcrop of such monumental and massive structures in one
particular place where boulders are seemingly arranged in asymmetrical
patterns by invisible hands. These million year old rocks manifested a
certain je ne sais quoi. It felt hyper real up close and surreal once one
stepped back. If these rocks could talk, one wonders what tales they would
tell!

The village of Sitabinji is 30 kms from Keonjhar. Approximately 200 kms
from Bhubaneswar, Keonjhar is well connected by rail and road.
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An evening on the Arabian Sea

Sumitra Mishra

As the soft golden gaze

Of the December Sun

Gloriously touched the voluptuous

Buxom body of the Arabian sea

And the western sky became red in shy
The horizon was dotted

With numerous rangoli patterns of passion,
And the golden ripples glittered

In the thrill of a cosmic union,

A cluster of beautiful sea gulls

Followed our ferry from the Elephanta caves
Towards the Gateway of India

Riding the waves of hunger or desire

I can not say,

For instead of returning to their

Nest of peace after

Winding up their busy hunting day

They regaled and rejoiced

swooping down on the green canvas of water
Bickering over bits of chips and grains
Thrown by the tourists on the ferry

Named “The Hannibal”

Their wings craving for the blue sky

Their dreams clinging to their nests.

While twilight prepared to draw her curtain

On the blackish water stage

The lusty queen Earth experienced

A fleeting moment of ecstasy

As the great golden sun now red in passion
Bowed its head

To plant a farewell kiss on the ripples of the sea
The sea gulls quailed in glee,

My heart filled with a tranquil joy

I had long forgotten to feel.
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Did you hear me SCREAM?

Sumitra Mishra

Did you hear me scream

When the pain left me numb

The running water in the sink drowned

My pain when he force- pushed into my ass

His lips sucked my blood, his hands robbed my dignity

Yet | could not scream afraid of the dark tunnel of shame

For | knew, everyone would say, it was my fault, | smiled too much.

I tried to shout, “Don’t touch me”

When he closed the door, switched off the light

But my words became smoke in the heat of his passion

I tried a kick and push when he groped and tied my mouth

I tried to scream when | could no more bear the pain, the anguish
I was getting bruised, burnt, bloodied, my fists wrenched in anger
I was dying for ever, yet did anyone hear my silent SCREAM?

0000

Dr Sumitra Mishra, is a retired Professor of English, She is a bilingual writer,
writing in Odia and English. She has published 16 books in Odia and 8 in English.
These include different genres like poetry, short story, essays, translation, plays
etc. She has seven poetry collections titled The Soul of Fire, Penelope's Web,
Flames of Silence, Still the Stones Sing, The Red Moon, Roses and Bruises, and
Whispering Shadows. Her short story book in English is titled Reminiscences. She is
from Bhubaneswar, Odisha.

0000

4qe@, Srujan, 2021, 1(2)

34



9es
AR

63eae1 dg

‘] ORI, Q°AUREA GG GO 69R%ER 64 | FRGR 629 FRAVIR ART
6916 2TAQ QIR 2@ FIEQ IR ST a8 6dla] | “2Iad
69104... 6910 QIRGQ | BFAIR, ] FII BF2I, 2eie 9BF IR IR A°AUREQ |

69lasa @ 0Rdl 2189l Y0IRIQ F68 FA0IQl AF6Q @8 A30 Gan g6w |
04 B8R 6910e% Qg 26UV AR ATEM - “AIPENA] AATFR 6RIS
AR AUIRE | AT AR |7

219 6QIRYEM 6T10R | URIRIQ FEERAEA SFNIT | IAQ RIFER AURR G
UG GRERIQ J6R | U’ 62Q BRI B 6QIM AFARHIR AFEAR IR GRS
S QI ALY *OLE Qe | YaISNG SRTIE ARIAGIER TN PIREARRT
606 G0 QORG! F68IR 6FAUITLEM 691Q |

0R71 5% QIERQ 2FTd FRLER 6910eT | R AY AT LA AF 6TIRT
QTG IFETIT ARETIC FTAEA 2RISR FRRIER | 61 AdIS BRI AR
352 @2a26m | a9 A86Q AZ6a 3016a KaIQIEl KQ2IE | 69108 VIR
240 64 BR4IER YRRYER | Yl BFEI AT @8 AR R 634 BF2U AV
@2l @QQIQ VA | @8 @l JATER RIEQQ AREM STl ANIAER T
dIogQl €1zl 62R0 | BEHIQ YeRe QI @Rl J6Q e 2Id|Ie QI9ea 0
@R Q8T |

g8 GG eI Q2 AR F6M 661QQ | §F PRI ATIQ JEGI AR AR
IR OF RGN | A6S 697G IR RTARY ©P6R 64 AICHIRAEERE FER
QISIg | 632 AR 801 AFFIER 62 FEAR AT OF KRR 2Q26M |

6010eG J9R MITRYR SFAIFQ UGS | @F AAJIRYRI @3 @l ARG
SIRagen 9G4, 6910a A0YER AR AIFQ LRI 68R | JAE 6Qdl 6291
214l 699, TG F6RAYER 357 | GIF FAF 20Q FH6Q ASAT AAS 6AIFAR

4qe@, Srujan, 2021, 1(2)

35



QA 694 QAR AR | 2GR & AYR Y *QQIQ FUA A4l |
691097 BQER 64 ARTG IR A FTEAAQ PRGAER ORAI | g
UMQIQTI 69 6A0IQ 6XAITEM 66194 |

GACIQ YUY MG, ASAR 629IQ 6O @8 JRIS AR 6Aleew
A96Q | AQ 6T RIFEQ 62 I QTR | 20IQ FR Ge U6Q AIR
qQNENY B G0 QR | 26Q g6% A5 J9YRRsa RIagIa NAIANS
d60R SIMeem Tl | A6E 6UFG Qg JQdl AQR, FRQ ARSI, IR
QRIS OB QYR BIF AIRIER, YA 685QIQ G189 ARA SEIF ARg 2

@Qaml |

6010e QUNE @Qaem GGl Gleq J8l 9688 | TRAY Heq Qges, oI
6609 GlF QITCG SRR AN JGT @Al 6Q FAF FIGSE, ATER QAL
2Iganl 6910eF F96a | 289 62 2R g6 GRAIT AAR6R | YatE oGaIR
Q% @4 62 9124 Al AR 69R FITQ IRe A OIF FGIRERI | 6IEREER
6010e QIQYEM STl @F A PRGN 66 FOIF0I @2l /@€ X FIFQ
2RQTe g SIHAIQR 6@AE? @IEa 6d @6RIa 6ea JIRRILE o
RAUARCR? AITG ANF FCIRRITE GI'Q €9 2IFFGER? 6A6PEER AR
ARG GQIL g 69R QI QYUY Z6M | AIFUARA F1QRILITI FeLel
SIL2I6R 661aQ |

\g6AIT AIFEQ 66519 UIRYQICAER IR 6LACTNER 626N a¢lIT AZQ |
OR% R296Mm 64 AR YR GGG U ALY 69919 ATLE WOIg | 2 @7
QA9 R2ULIE T6Q FAQ 669NEA 6AHIEIIR YFYF 679 6L FARNS Gag
SIRQIRgER |

6@ ARYIEQ TRAQIQ KB 6N QAY 6TAUEA 6910S | FALALA 2CAVNAE
gem GGl | 6dlaes aF 6 KRB FGIAGRUER | 699 60 FEIAGAER |
RUFAR 62 69T QUg LIRER BIF QRN 6olaw 6TARI QG | “¢] QD
G91Q 6P KAT 64laR, 9671 6 62R &I |7 Yasa Q& @&EgRI 0! (0!
2694l |

0R%IF 69ega Wd YA FATIAR A2 AFER AG! GGl I8 20IQ

4qe@, Srujan, 2021, 1(2)

36



gaeRl 6910eg |

69 620QIQ QIRE° 2NQ 661N REI6Q TGl 659M AIER AU FAJEM
GG, 6926 QY URYFRFIR QS | TAl FRIAGR IREMY T ARG &l
QFTQ 68T | 659MA QUG 69AAEA A6 641RQ | AR 6QR AR
6dlRdi Q8 699NN | YIRS AIA RIRTEA Y] IR agAN TG |
Q57 Rdlg A PN SRV FRRR I8 @A | TQQ UERR BTIR
QIERGIER QEF QAPAN AN | AISER CAIRARAR FQR ISR | 6AR0
SRR 66561 96aR 9 | AFF OF R 96e@ 6A0 Al feQ e
6Q69IRg6M 2AM QEER |

G851 A°6RI06Q 0AFI IRIRER “06F A8 G le”?

“@l 2164 g6L | €] 990 R6aQI 17 61T Rell FAQE] 696R 696@ YRG! QI
ARG 9L9° GR 28 QM |

SRTIe Q0 KT G HIATN VP NGAR | VT PAG, AFAGIER
6910a% geIae QA9 AR 698G 62 28] 9698 FIR QgAsR | Heg A2
RRAQRYEM 641AR | REAQ AVEIFR AERIRIQ 6RIFI G KRR |

62606009 9R¢ F64R AIREER YA 629IQ & 62 6 F6R an AR 9SS
6109 | 69RA5Q 6 AER IR F1U ALQ 69R 607 ARRILIB |

A6 29190 22918 e IRQl 6910eF 966 J9a 98 @QaRl | K64
ARG eag JRIRe @AQIa 962 6dledy SRl ORAIF AISER | @g 64109
2160013 2GR RRER AIR6LR R Y@ ASE, 160 F1g G FRAIRRYEM
oRAIg | 284199 2a94Ig 996 f06q Sl fgN GATIFA QU MISEY |
@O QAIQ A7 64 YOH UG 16eR 6QRUIAES Q¥ dIgRYsm | GaId
ALAQ ALIQI 659 661aS Fgea @267 - ¢ FAUITE | A6Q 661IQ Y1, B67 €169
QR QIae 644 | 671 9BeIRl QAR F9Q AIEGe |

2d @06m oFdl | G& @Q QQ FTEM 6RITERIT ARACA @RI °F Af
JORAIER 60an IRAIg 697al QI Na7Ig 19 650 AINIKNCIQ FYRALSER

4qe@, Srujan, 2021, 1(2)

37



2GLQIg ANAIZ 60109 | ¥AQQ QI 6@ AR @F RUCRIT !ARIQ 2T |
dIAgENQ ARTIRl ARl AGEQ YAAQ o2 AFIAAIQ VG 6271Q FI6R @412

@g @2 69100F QIS RUER 79T 696M SR, 691AQ 2GRS FQAER AT
OIF GIRAIAA Qg 9912 89, 20ER | A6S 2al 2IYAIFER Geil FgeIq 98 |
af 20q PRTITA LIFYOIQ H6AR 2SR 60198 | F9OQY ALY AP @1
@26M - IOE AA6RISY ¢ OB F6Q 857 | AIFIg 9671 AT FRIR 631 QIS
661l AR BI2 FRIRE KGR SR |7

9Q 6016a 23 Q06M 057l | SIFA HIY 871 MLTIQ BP6R JeS Je Gad
RAFIQ AR KRN 6T1L | 6A6EERRY YQ 694611 TQAIRLYEM @G | &Gl
QA FLEM - ‘G6¢ QYT AF MIGQ 691aQ | GdlIZl gdlIRl FAQ 6ANE | AR
2Q @ & 6QICId] IQ G I’ 6dleewa !IP QU UG AYRIG UL QLS
Q91 | 6dlae @0 9Gem, UG Y6eR 699l IR TR IR Y
Q@em |

@8 209 96Q 2019 GHTIR JL6a JRIR B9 6aHRI | 651G\ TR AR
RURQ O1d AR ARY 21GTEQ ALIVG! EMIGEEM 64 |

-‘greena @ I’
FReQY e QWNER ALAWMR 26 e 691ae AAS AR A6
2ALIAeIQ 67181 6618l gema |

‘AR 9169 691 Q6 AR 65AAI2 |” 69T AT AIHER QIR YR QAR
QUQ 71 Q& 62IQAI6R IR JaIFl @R UGS KRR 6T19S |

Ql 621R26M Q9 AdiS ARG 66RKRIg AR AIQ AFIN 2RI BRER |

Qe AISER 2PG 2 YT @RYEM SR7l, LRRY FQl Q1Y 9Tal 2R
691QQ 2QEe QAR SFIIQ ARG JNQ JEPR 6RRVIRE GlF Q26 |
7eq (96904 AR §@ g6aid aGaem 651aQ | AIGARI ORI S8 969
QA | gigla AIFa TATY 99, 816 GFC 9N OIF 6% AR
QA6RILR A& RGN | S 2RI SFAIR 6HIRAIQ D 62Q 61 8F 6LIRUAST

4qe@, Srujan, 2021, 1(2)

38



610Qe 62260 IFE..... Y9 QU QU6Q, LR F68R 62IRAGE °IFA
Q9IS 949 | ARG I@ 2 9B AI°A ¢ 69@ 699 258 *QARN 6919QF |

AG 299160 6RI9aRed6a FIAIGN TG 99 | 6@l9d geag AIAIGN
ARIFINER FARG FAACHR AQ° 2L AU F6Q | 69X 2AD ARG VYR
26R A9 | 651QI9IN6R I AGR R 09g 6Rg CIEG | 6QL0 G g9ge
INeQ AIFS! | 2N QR GO ERARM 692 710 GLRL AYNS |

a01Q 08l 9Q FINIG S8A ga6a YA2RG 9F Ferg aAI @Q SRl AIQ
¢d aIdeem 6dlae | 78 QA Il AR 9% KGR | 6926Q IV FRR,
961 gR YR 699 | 66698 RIGRIM 692 JELR 62IR QLT GIB AT |
AR 6926 Y 6TRARE TFAPIAQ G| QY 7LRR 6931 AFWER
2IQIge g8 goae 9] @deiml 6dleew Aa6q |

69@% gaIf 2a IR 2A9Re KGR 6910Q AT Y FIRER FAFE 26R
66099 Q¥ GRS QQYQ | UAUYGIA QVEQ 6R6C |GUS 62RYSQ!
660696 6ARR A°@CIdR 2AQAQ e 2T 6A6E6RER GI'Q 2ig) gAIQ
999s @@ RGAS |

QGG 2N TG 638G AIedasI? A8 6 0¥ §96a QI gidaig @8 A&a
QRaIEaE? AdY @4 QEUCRT QUCAIT QUEQ AACLIRR Qe IS
RIEIIRIQ BIA §! 6AVR A°6RIT 926 KQIRIQ F°F RS AIg | FAISa
6209 QIBSI 6276 @Gee 6aFI8 6Flaewa @FYRl 2FAGIER | AIHASER
QR FIE g 919 2692 | 69K0 URER 69 AN AIYEY? 6960 AR
QIRGRTIA FJRICARIQ ARIR 6QRYQING TG ?

Qe 0GFIg AR6IR 62165R BIFY6ER 691a | IR Feq 2RI RIdY AIR
QY 62IETNER QEIG ABYRI QI |

SRAITA §Q QIGFYR QSIS A6Q | 62 JA AIGQIQ 2Idem 6alaag, 22
601Qe 62166m SIF SINYIRYAIQ 64 F168 67 QIF AGYem | QIQl 64
R6IR26M 691aRG FIFQ IQIANY ARIAER | N2l i F6ERRIQ PRAYER
64 2508 GF FARQIQ FIAB AIAEQR 6 @°¢l AGLE F6F F1d RIGAIRYEM |

4qe@, Srujan, 2021, 1(2)

39



d548a fRl 69109019, G SFERYER MIAT 62 ARRIg FIRSER SR
Q191 98 AGCH! 22 F196Q VAR JRIS UERRS GQEIT] | GaId eQaal
Aol QIYR6Q AT IY6Q QIAYIQ QISR OF 64 26RR 2 FER Y
J8Rlg ARgER SRAIFA SIAER GER0l AAREQ | UIEQ UER FMIEREQR
QRFYM, SIF QARYRI, AT QYT |

A9Q QiR ARAIY 62IRYRI 6910eF IR A°AIR FRYeR 6 | AF ST
QIS8R 621RGAN | Gag @7 99, WIS gIPdiea gole 62IRgem 6910 |
9aG dIe A8 QIR gOT ge6a ALIARIa 26 ghesm 9Q1 JRe! |

QI FRINS QUEA ANGR AITARIN | AN ARQ 641G GG QF
SRR, 98] 6TAR @ OI'Q A g6w | AIf 96R 8IUIRYRI AR, AR 6
24 Q@Ql FRISS G 6R6Q 63IR6Q Q16T | F168d6@ IR0 G6R gml.... I6Qa
28... | @8 Qd 2Q 1 JRIag 9¢EQl IR 6RIER QTR AIRLYER 969
Qmoemal 6Q @2l |

@62 671G dRISa] 2018 FAIRI @F UQEe Q@GYEm 6dlae | @@ S 99
60R9IN FENSER TF @6 | 6816 @6 ASEI A9 21T A6Q 962 | 6QI9 AHRER
629 2291 Q2 TTECIL ATR6R 62Q Q1 FAR CATIAIRET ATRER 62Q GO
ISR RIS6Q 62 A4IQI 69, 6ARRF G361 2T AIA! -

“QI8 Q1A SRl QITER YR AFRIFA ARICEE 62 | FIFQ 69769
62IRQIRE, 62 2R Q86 | IRRIER 6GRIR QG 62 AR “AUGTRIR” QI
G gogE 6aR26M | SIF AR ERIFAIER 69 6916] F6ERZR |

ARG ABIRER - “J AFQIG? G8 SRR QRIRI 17

66lae QT6m - “2I08 6 6916 CITLER FIQY U6Q GIF FRIAQ 7R 2°d
Q09I Q13 62916a Mg 1”7

gIg @3RI - “QHQ AL FER FEIR IS2URR 2IFIB, 604 691F FEIACAEM
924116, Q62 691R |

Q0! 6 6910Q JRRY FI226M |

JQ0l @091 YREQ KT6M, “GoIal e 698 ARl 13 AILIRIAT RIRAGREG 1

4qe@, Srujan, 2021, 1(2)

40



QAR AP 6991 AF16Q JIT @R UG I T6Q ARIETITER F6ARARQ
IR QIF QIR RITAIER |

@2 @2 4% QAg SRR gIF | 69109 G Iadl 1eIRY 9IF AFaen 2R
Q36a | QI M &l Q1 M ATCRQR Al Yml FOYL Q! 6!eR AIY
621RQIRYN AAYRIGIR FJON QeF FIDl.... T6@ TR AR A& Tl 62919
RGN 16 216Q |

0000

0QQ 630991 g | 98 ATRG: 6 IR A9, @8 AUQ AR 2R, AR AN IAG
254N, 6AG ARSI I | AIGR: @ AR B ARIRY FIER, IM 66GLR, FIGY AER,
AGH | QANIQ: AT | gee: A6 IR 96 26ae, AT Fdlal, A1F AT
99, 2EAISF! — AAICRGR! | 6QIRIR YNGR 6TTAIN, EAFRT ALY QIRGS
J2IBe 9981 AAICAILR, g1 ITRIQ Q8 TIRCAAR 496 8 IR JeQ; AG

QAR G A°AQ GATQ ARGTE |
0000

4qe@, Srujan, 2021, 1(2)

41



QISR 62198 Q6S JERUE] AQI?

A1 @R
2R 62IR JOAUR K6M 621N 6QIY
QFel Gen Q62 gQ 671162 Q4 |

QIR QR AIR I QA QI
QL 6RITE A6 2JORI6T ARl ?

Q06R @ 99SI6Q 24 YRR
Q 2Rl @ od 29I QAR AIFQ |

Q 26R & ARG QIR FITITA
G P6M ATE AR AR FPIQ |

Q2R @ 9F QI AQ U AR
Q Rl VG 2SI Y8 GR AR |

A4 Il 67D QI QTR
7@ Q268 623! ALNUAS 4aeQ |

2R ORI A6F AR G AR
AR QAI6e OF *QEM @ YT |

e 67162 2j6m AR oY AR
QY 6| AIGES @ NG I YR |

@8 0 SR Q12 Y AR FIS
629AIR 9BA6R I ATIRAUAS |

9@s

4qe@, Srujan, 2021, 1(2)

42



QRe gAR 2T AGY IE ICSH
QR0 626ME el A6 GIel 68 |

QeI R 6LIRN 66 Y@ A1
Q3 99 98 629 2U6AR A°AR |

Q18 629 G668l G6a AP 9BQ
G648 629 IR FLIRIAGA |

QAR ALY AT 9G T2 A4
QRO 622 2] 64 @ 62R RS |

GQIA6Q GF 69 @ IR 69 629
D GQ AR 69 A8 QTR |

R 7 RIQ1 A8 9F QA1 YR
AWRQ QT 6QR 2 AN |

PERY g6% 1 U2l 26T AAGR
IR 6210 QAT UT 1 SRR |

0000

@ 99d1 R, INRIIF, ARTATALIQ, ARG | geIFie gee: daq 2y eoRles

Q624460 AATG | AFIF 6291 8 R°ALER BFHI AYFR YOIQ JARER §91 |
0000

4qe@, Srujan, 2021, 1(2)



988

Platform 1 Nagpur

Bijay Biswaal

Acrylic on canvas 60x36 inches
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Who's that girl

Bijay Biswaal

B

Acrylic on canvas.. 36x48 inches

0000

Bijay Biswaal. Driven by indomitable passion and creativity, this self trained
obsessive painter Bijay Biswaal from India has given a new horizon to realism. This
versatile painter, adept in all media and genre of national and international repute
lauded by none other than prime minister in Mann Ki Baat, is currently the Brand
ambassador of WINSORANDNEWTON India.
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Return to the Vedas

Barada Prasanna Das
(Translated from Odia by Sugyan Choudhury)

Return to the Vedas Know Thou we are all souls, we are the eternal;
Veda points to the path of righteousness in action and wisdom; (0)
Great is our cultural legacy and great is our history;

Forgetting everything we boasted us as mighty;

Forgetting the discrimination between sin and law of piety;
Sacrificed the secret of the sin and the sublime truth;

Though must know that the followers of Bible and Koran;
Scrupulously adhere to their scriptures; (1)

Man’s will make his life great and meaningful;

Only when the Vedas shall impart mantras;

Let us realize about the salvation and cessation of life;

Come.... come my brethrens dear,

We shall make men out of men;

Let us keep the eternal piety alive

By infinite oblations to God of fair (2)

Q000
Barada Prasanna Das, Bhubaneswar, writes columns in newspapers. Published
books: Satyara sandhan, Mohajananayak, Ananya Sahityika, Odisare Bapu.

Sugyan Choudhury: State level journalist based at Bhubaneswar.
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Tanaya Kar, Student, Bachelor in Design, National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT),
Bhubaneswar. She has special interest in creating fashion with traditional Odia art materials.
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9es
Something understood

Ajay Upadhyaya

Every dog owner knows the benefits of having a dog as a pet. The health
benefits come to mind as an obvious first. Walking the dog almost
religiously, come rain or shine, or snow, for that matter, imposes a
minimum amount of physical activity, a tonic against the toxicity of our
sedentary life. The emotional atmosphere at home is also livened up by the
dog, who brings the whole family together. For me, there was an entirely
unforeseen positive effect, our dog had, on our social life.

I was almost a stranger in the small English village, which has been our
home for years, until we got our first dog. Of course, | could not go
unnoticed, as we were the only family of colour in this exclusively white
village. | accepted it, if not wholeheartedly, putting it down to the English
reserve, which makes it hard for them to warm up to someone who looks
different. As | began to walk him, the change in response from the villagers
was noticeable. | struck up conversations with many villagers, during my
walks, whom | had seen before but never had any interaction with. Many
of such acquaintances probably knew me by the name of our dog.

Most people, | came across during such walks, were friendly; at least they
would reciprocate my greeting, and some would engage in a brief
conversation. But there was one exception.

I saw a lady, often, during my walks, who would not even acknowledge my
presence. In the beginning, | was unsure, if she heard my greeting. So, |
thought, | must give her the benefit of the doubt.

The next time our paths crossed, | made it a point to slow down whilst
approaching her. | almost stopped briefly before making my greeting,
“Good Morning”, articulating the words distinctly. But again, there was no
response.

‘Did she hear me?’ I wondered.

However, there was no mistake in my mind as to whether she heard me or
not. Even if she did not hear, she certainly saw me, uttering the words. |
made allowances for the possibility that she was hard of hearing, but she
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could not be blind as well, | thought. She could not avoid reading my lips.

This was repeated again and again. | was convinced that she was
deliberately avoiding me and had resolved not to talk to me. | must admit, |
was hurt by her indifference, however hard | tried, to rationalise her
behaviour.

Days rolled into weeks and then into months. In every encounter, her
response was just the same, no different from the very first.

So, what else could it be; it must be a subtle from of racism. She is white
and | am brown and that is that.

I wish, | could let it rest at that. But | was smarting from my pricked pride.
It lingered like an irritation from a speck of dust stuck in my eye, which |
just couldn’t get rid of.

One day, when | was in a contemplative mood, our paths crossed again and
the old experience was repeated. It suddenly occurred to me: could she be
mute? This would be a perfectly logical explanation of her behaviour. This
mere possibility eased my sense of hurt and brought in a tinge of guilt for
labelling her behaviour racist.

But, the next time, | saw her from a distance, | heard her talking with
someone and that dispelled my theory of mutism, confirming my worst fear
of racism as the sole explanation for her behaviour.

Gradually, with passage of time, my resentment receded, giving way to
something halfway between curiosity and indifference. But, the hurt of
being totally ignored did not leave me completely.

I saw her from time to time but I stopped greeting her and avoided crossing
her path by changing my direction.

Soon, the whole saga became a footnote in this chapter of my life.

One day, | saw her again, but under very different circumstances. | was in a
pensive mood; our dog had been ill for a few weeks and the vet had made a
diagnosis of cancer. There was no viable treatment for him and the
prognosis was grim. He was also not his usual lively self and certainly not
keen for his usual walks any more.

While | was about to cross her on the foot path, she stopped and looking at
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our dog, said, “Is he not well?”

| was taken by surprise at this totally unexpected encounter. | was quite
unprepared for a suitable response.

Before I could think of an appropriate answer, I blurted out,” How did you
know?’

“I guessed, something is not quite right with him. He is usually well ahead
of you, as if he is taking you for a walk. But he seems sluggish and his eyes
look sad.”

“Yes, you have got it right,” I said, debating in my own mind, about how
much detail I should be giving her.

“I can see it on your face as well,” she came back.

“He has got cancer and it has spread already. And, he doe not have long to
live....,” I could not continue as my voice was faltering.

She put her hand on my forearm and looked at my distraught face. | was
consumed by the prospect of our dog’s imminent death. So, I was trying to
avert my gaze out of sheer embarrassment. Her hand felt like the
comforting caress of an angel to my bruised soul.

She looked at me silently for what seemed like an eternity. Before | gently
moved my arm away, from the corner of my eyes and I caught her “I know
how it feels” look.

I managed to regain my composure and we chatted for a few minutes more
about our dog’s illness, diagnosis and treatment or rather lack of it, before
we departed.

Just before she turned away to get back on her path, she said, “Perhaps, this
is not the time to talk about me but I assure you, this too would pass. About
a year ago, when this happened to my dog, the world around simply ceased
to exist. Those couple of months, | was in a haze, oblivious to everything
and everybody except my dog. But | pulled through and so would
you....... “

As | slowly resumed my walk back home, with our dog, | remembered, how
much | resented her for not returning my greetings, to conclude that she
was being racist. How naive was I, taking language as the bedrock of
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communication? It turned me blind to what she was dying to say all along,
setting me up to project my prejudice on to her.

When struggling for the right word, eyes can fill some gaps left by the lips;
for the unspeakable, words fall flat on their face but touch stands a chance.

On my way back, the thought of losing our dog, was still heavy on my
mind, but | was feeling somewhat lighter. It hardly mattered as to what did
the trick: cracking the puzzle of her baffling behaviour from the past or
sharing my present pain through her touch.

0000

Dr Ajay K Upadhyaya is a retired Consultant Psychiatrist. He has taken up
creative writing in last few years. Most of his poems and short stories have
appeared in online journals. He lives in the United Kingdom.
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| just want you to return home

Nilamadhab Kar

I just want you to return home
Safe, unscathed

Don’t take chances,
Don’t believe anyone

All that is happening in the world
Can happen to you
Be scared

It’s jungle out there

Scarier than the one you know
In the guise of humans

Here animals roam

They maim and Kill

To maim and Kill, just for fun

There is a disaster lurking around
Any moment, anywhere
No one is safe ...

Probably there are

Some good souls,

Deeds and prayers

But they are all meaningless
At the time you need them

Be strong, be prepared

Take precaution

Be ready to do whatever it takes,
Even kill, it’s better than being killed

With all the preparations
Chances, hopes, and prayers ...
One may still fail

There is nothing fool proof
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But be prepared, as
Anything can happen still

All that matters is ...,
If you are home,
Safe, unscathed

Hopeless, given-up, despondent
However it may sound
It’s true and I’m scared

I just want you to return home
Safe, unscathed

0000

Nilamadhab Kar writes about the contrasts in human understandings in
relationships, expressing mostly through poems. His literarary activities include
editing journals and translating works of Odia to English and vice versa. He has
three poetry anthologies; his literary articles have been published in magazines and
anthologies in USA, UK and India. He is a psychiatrist by profession.
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qee: @ GNGRT edin
Srujan: The Creativity Journal Thve Creaehity Journel

Information about the journal

gee : @ @958 @dim [The Srujan: The Creativity Journal (SCJ)] is an
endeavour to showcase creative excellence from Odisha and promote it
worldwide. This will include Poetry, Short Stories, Paintings, Photography,
Dance, Sculpting and any other creative outputs. It is an attempt to put
together the choicest creative articles in Odia Literature and creativity in
other artistic expressions linked to Odisha for an international readership;
with an aim of propagating, promoting Odia literature and creativity
worldwide.

Articles

Articles of creative writing (poems, short stories, paintings, sculpting,
dance, photographs, and other art forms etc.) related to Odisha are included
in this International Journal.

It is designed to be a multilingual journal. Translations from different
languages to Odia and from Odia to other languages (with written
permissions from original copy right holder) are also accepted.

Articles from authors connected to Odisha who are writing in other
languages are also welcome (preferably in English).

Journal also encourages readers to suggest a good piece of creative writing
or art of an author or creator to be included in this journal.

Periodicity
At the moment it is thrice a year: April, August and December. The
frequency may increase. There is provision of special issues occasionally.

Instruction to authors

Type of articles

Poems: Upto 3 short poems can be submitted. Shorter poems with less than
20 lines are better.

Short stories: Only one short story at a time.
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Painting: One or more paintings can be presented, along with a write up
about the paintings, title, and theme, method of painting and about the
painter. High quality JPEG files are needed.

Photographs: Artistic photographs can be submitted, one or more at a time,
along with a write up about them. Photographs of creative sculptures can
also be submitted. Photographs should be in high resolution JPEG files.
Photographs of dance / Dancer / with explanations

Photographs of sculptures / sculpting

Biography of famous creators in history: Article on a creative person,
detailing their creative achievements, and background can be submitted
with relevant photographs. These articles are expected to be no more than
500 words.

Publication Ethics

It is important that the authors need to adhere to the publication ethics. If
plagiarism or any other unethical practice is brought the notice of the
editorial board, a process will be followed and the article will be retracted
and the readers will be informed. Readers are encouraged to report
plagiarism or any unethical practice to the editorial board. Authors will
remain responsible for any conflicts about their submission. Editorial board
or the publishers will not have any liability.

Submission of articles

Articles are submitted by email. srujan.journal@gmail.com
Communication regarding outcome of the article (acceptance or rejection)
will be communicated in a reasonable time frame or within 3-6 months. The
scope of additional communication is limited, considering that the project is
supported by volunteers.

Selection process

Some articles are invited. All other submitted articles are subjected to a
review process (mostly double-blind / anonymous without the identities of
authors or reviewers disclosed). Following review, based on the reviewers’
feedback, articles are selected for publication. Editors facilitate the overall
process. Articles with objectionable content that may hurt the sentiments are
rejected. Articles without adequate info on the ‘author instructions’ will not
be processed further. Please check for spelling mistakes, typographical
issues before submission. Editors’ decisions are final.

Copyright
Authors retain the copyright. The articles are published under suitable
CreativeCommons License. Authors can submit their articles published in
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the past, if they hold the copyright, or have written permission from the
previous publisher to republish. In the latter case the authors need to
provide the written permission from the original copyright holder.

Preparation of the manuscript

Articles should be prepared in MS Word, any editable Font (Unicode font,
e.g Kalinga). Please check spellings, and avoid objectionable content.

Save the file in your name and the type of article (e.g. Ramnath Lenka -
Poem)

Please provide these details

e

2.
3.

=200

© © N

Author name* [if you use a pseudonym, please provide actual name,
address and phone number]

Address: Current place of residence, State/Country*

Author biography (around 100 words) Example style: Name Surname,
Artistry, usual work, ... etc. ...],* Please make it in one paragraph, to be
written in third person.

Email*

[Please note: Articles sent from your email will be considered as your
confirmation that it is your original article, and you will be solely
responsible for any dispute or copyright violation.]

Phone/WhatsApp (not to be published)

The details previous publication (if any) of submitted article: name of
the magazine/newspaper where published, Year (date). If published
earlier, please ensure that, if needed, you have authority to republish or
have written permission from the original publisher / copyright holder
to republish.

Title of the article

Content of the article

If submitting photographs of paintings, sculptures or artistic
photography, etc., these should be given in high resolution JPEG files
separately. JPEG file names should have the name of the
author/contributor.
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The Institute of Insight, UK

[A non-profit organisation]
The Institute of Insight is a non-profit organisation with an objective to
advance education, promote health and creativity to improve quality of life
by providing opportunities for lifelong learning, training, appropriate
services, research, and publications for the benefit of general public and
professionals worldwide.

The Institute is working in partnership with Quality of Life Research and
Development Foundation (QoLReF) and Geriatric Care and Research
organisation (GeriCaRe) which are academic and charitable organisations
supported by resource persons worldwide.

The Institute of Insight is currently supporting various public education
initiatives, research related works and publications. It is contributing to the
Healthy Ageing Conference a public education event in India, for elderly
people and their caregivers. It sponsors publication of Journal of Geriatric
Care and Research, Srujan, The Creativity Journal, which are freely
available to general public and professionals.
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