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Srujan: The Creativity Journal

Articles for Srujan

This is an effort to put together a
journal with the choicest creative
articles in Odia Literature and
creativity in other fields of artistic
expressions linked to Odisha for
an international readership; with
an aim of propagating, promoting
Odia literature and creativity
worldwide.

Articles (‘poem, short story, art,
and other creative forms’) are
invited for the Srujan: The
Creativity Journal. Please send
your selected articles only. Submit
one article at a time; for poems
you can send up to 3 small poems.
Do not send essays and critiques.

This is a multi-lingual journal
accepting creative articles of
translations from and to Odia from
different languages; along with
article from Odia people writing in
other languages.

The journal will consider pre-
published articles as well (you
may have to acquire permission
from the original publishers if they
have such condition).

Selection of all the submitted
articles is done by a peer group,
except the invited ones.
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Please refer to the ‘Instruction to
authors’ for more information
about submission. All the articles
should be submitted in Word file,
(preferably Kalinga font for Odia),
author’s name, address (place and
state/country), bio in 100 words,
email are essential. Submit to the
email below.

The article should be the authors’
own creation. Authors will remain
responsible for any conflicts about
their submission. Editorial board
or the publishers will not have any
liability.

Looking forward to your
submissions.

Editorial Team,

Srujan: the creativity Journal
srujan.journal@gmail.com
srujan@instituteofinsight.org
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Information about the journal is given at the end of this issue.

For further information please contact
Srujan Editorial Board: srujan.journal@gmail.com

Quality of Life Research and Development Foundation (QoLReF), India:

golref@gmail.com

The Institute of Insight, UK: theinstituteofinsight@gmail.com
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Tortoise

Binodini Patra

Disobedience to His will
Dawned upon me

Like a curse, a disease.
Dispelling my mundane desire
To move out

Mix with mates

To make merriment.

The home,

so much loved

Is always regardless of me.
The kins, | so much cared
Cost million burdens.

The love that I treasured

So clandestinely

In my sweet-soft heart,

Is simply swayed away

Like stinking smells undesirable.

But, being listless
Of all these untowardness.

I still carry

on my tanned back
The burden that's no
one's, they spake.

My own ones
Now turn other's
Placing me to be
Nowhere.

How long shall | stagger
Shouldering the unwanted
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As irresistible, for
My intent emations do install me
In your earth nowhere.

Oh life,

Take back

This cursed load for ever.

The bristling boon of longevity
That eternity endows

Upon me

Is nothing but

Fret and fever.
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Professor Binodini Patra, is a bilingual writer, poet, translater, and is known for
her writings for children. She writes both in English and Odia. She has published
more than 15 books and her writings have been published abroad and are available
in many Indian languages. She has received Prajatantra story award, kadambini
award, Fakirmohan Saraswata award and many others. She lives in Bhubaneswar.
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Condolence meeting

Debasis Tripathy

This evening, for the first time, we sit

in the laconic living room

of an elderly couple, our neighbors.

It resembles a lifeless island of white coral.

They always smiled warmly at us when we met
on the corridors & the common spaces.

We always wanted to spend some time with them.
We could never find the right time.

Now finally, when we are at their place,
we’re like strangers, we don't know
how to start the conversation—

So unusual, unfamiliar is the set-up.

The toughest thing for any parent must be
to carry on living after their child's demise.
Can our awkward silence console them?
Maybe we should have avoided this visit.

0000

Absorb
Debasis Tripathy

When a young musician friend turns on
a song he adores & seeks my approval,
honestly, | say, | don't understand
music much, please don't get me wrong.

He replies: If you are willing
to open your ears & heart,

slowly you'll acquire a taste.
His voice echoes like a dong,
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a sound that blends well with silence.
| add, little-like if you really listen,
you'll start appreciating good poetry?
He nods like an all-knowing monk.

G000

Kumar Poornima
Debasis Tripathy

Bangalore sky—

more airplanes than stars,
lonelier than the stars,

there hangs the full moon like
a big gold plate, alloyed,
adulterated with copper

Not pure gold,

yet divinely pleasing,

maybe because of what it serves - Kheer:
ingredient - desi cow milk, jaggery & care/
gourmet chef - my mother

Here as | toil to fine tune my metaphor,
my mother must be busy offering

her signature dish on a brass plate

to Moon-god on his special day -
Kumar Poornima

And the moon, | suspect,
must have landed in her courtyard
to taste the delicacy in a brass bowl. Seriously!

Legend: Kumar Poornima is a festival celebrated in Odisha on the full
moon day of Ashvin (Lunar calendar month), marking the end of the
monsoon season.
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Debasis Tripathy expresses mostly in poems. He is widely published and his poems
have appeared or are forthcoming in Decomp, UCity Review, Rogue Agent, Leon
Lit, Vayavya, Mantle Poetry, and elsewhere. He lives in Bangalore.
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Discontent

Sumitra Mishra

The days are foggy

Nights disenchanted,

The world looks ever busy
But people discontent,

The shops look prosperous
But the minds bereft of peace!

Where have you gone
O Goddess of Peace
Leaving us in the murk of pleasure?

No more the children

Enjoy the wide-eyed delights

Of a lollipop or a sugar candy stick
They want Five Star pleasure,

No more the adolescent girls

Enjoy the simple joys

Of trivial games and gossip

They want boyfriends and dinner dates,
No more the youth

Loves the joys of music and sports,
They want cheap masala movies and videos!

Bridled by

The television, cinema and cellphones
All are enslaved to

An illusion of glamour

And a flippant show of sensual pleasure.

Life glides by

The river of frigid dreams
While the hapless boatman sings
Feverish songs of melancholy.

You and | are

Dream merchants,

Sailing on the brig of words

Rocking on the waves of prosperity

But the safe shores are nowhere in sight!
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Hanged or murdered?

Sumitra Mishra

Hanged or murdered, who knows?

May be he hanged himself
Or was murdered, and hanged,
Who knows?

If murdered

He could have been buried

Inside the house

Or cremated in the darkness, stealthily
Who knows?

They discovered

The legs touching the ground
Some say it was broken

There was a trace of strangulation
On the broken neck

Who knows,

Who did it or nobody did it?

But his name and shape

Could not be deleted from history

From the celluloid reels

Where he danced and acted

Could he be deleted

From his twitter, instagram, FB accounts?

Who knows if

The fans and anchors would
Allow his soul to rest in peace

Or not?

Chattering crowds on the tv

All talking about the topic

That is hotter than the hottest June
Was it murder or suicide?

He was an addict,
His girlfriend confessed
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He fought with his sisters

Who always come for money,
She pleaded, they refuted

Did she plan his murder

Or did she / they force him to die?

But why?

He had money , he was successful
He had girlfriends , he was popular
He had the type of life he wanted!
Was not he sure

Or were some dark forces too sure?

The river is now dry,
No fish, no boats , no waves.

The media is full of noise and fury
But do they know

If it was murder or suicide?

If it was frustration or desperation?
No one knows for sure!!!

The sun is red-hot angry
Candles are being burnt at night
The clouds are a sickly white
No rain, no tears, no proof
Who knows?

Was it a murder or suicide?

There was an invisible hand

out there controlling him,

Was it his mother's soul in heaven?
Was it the mafia ,or the don

Who supplied his stock

Or who was just feverishly jealous?
Who knows?

Nothing is clear, nothing is for sure!!!
There is a mystery all over the place
All over the happenings

The stars are silent,

So are the parasite moons.

Someone may be arrested
Someone may be harassed
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But where is the man who knows,
Perhaps no one knows the truth
Besides God and he himself,
Who is no more, with us or her!!!

00 00

Dr Sumitra Mishra, Bhubaneswar, retired English Professor, is a bilingual writer.
She writes poetry, story, essays, articles, short and long plays. She published seven
anthologies of English poetry: Penelopes Web, Flames of Silence, The Soul of Fire,
The Red Moon, Roses and Bruises, Still the Stones Sing; a short story collection:
Reminiscence; two translated books from English to Odia: Kritadastwara Bara
Barsha, from Twelve Years A Slave by Solmon Northup; and Batabrukhya
Chhayare containing twenty stories by R.K. Narayan; five volumes of Odia poetry
named Udas Godhuli, Mana Murchhana, Pritipuspa , Barsha Bithika;Antardhwani;
three plays named: Pathaprante, Batyapare, Bisthapana; four volumes of short story
collections: Ahata Aparahna, Nishbda Bhaunri, Panata Kanire Akasha, Karona
Kabale. She is assistant editor of Smruti Santwona.
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Jagannath Dham, Puri

Saroj Kar

Saroj Kar, film maker and cinematographer. He is the creative director GenX
studios, Bhubaneswar. Through his photographs and videos he has promoted artistic
culture of Odisha. He has the credit of making a few documentaries on Odishi dance
for international audiences. His photographs here about the Jagannath temple in
Puri, in different hues, capture the essence of the cultural and religious heritage of
Odisha; and rekindle the connectedness to the roots. He lives in Bhubaneswar.
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Alternative masculinity (?!
The Creativity Journal

Nandini Sahu

We surely were annoyed, rather uncomfortable, looking at the PDA of the
middle-aged couple.

Dr.Harihar Panda and his wife Mrs.Savita Panda were my guests that
evening, along with two other friends from Odisha - Dr. Manas and
Dr.Shubhra. All of them except for Savita were in Delhi to attend a
conference. Manas and Shubhra were my old friends; | invited them over
dinner after the conference. Harihar and Savita came along; in fact they got
self-invited and I didn’t mind that, because the four of them had come from
Bhubaneswar as a team. | had booked three rooms in the university guest
house for them - one for the couple and two for the other two.

Savita had nothing to do during the day when her husband and his friends
were busy in the conference. She was restless and very worried about the
food, medicines, etc. of her husband. She always remained worried about
these trivial matters - starting with what he should wear any given day to
how much tea he should consume in the evening. Should he apply oil on his
hair today? What if he catches cold by a head bath? Should he eat chicken
more than once a week? What if it upsets his stomach? Is he talking too
much on the mobile? He may get a migraine, so the phone should be
switched off. And why is he taking such a long walk? It’s windy today.

Their children were settled, grown up, and the fifty-plus wife’s only
concern, focus, topic of discussion, life, love, happiness, worry- just
everything - was her sixty-plus husband.

Throughout the past couple of days we were noticing Savita’s
overwhelming care and concern for Harihar. Initially, we found it cute.But
then, we were annoyed, as expected.

My friend Manas was a writer, an emotionally charged, intelligent person,
somewhat close to my heart. Shubhra was a chirpy, witty, pretty woman;
she was most talkative.

That evening, my friends got introduced to my son Sonu, a humorous,
intelligent and sober teen. They were happy to receive his hospitality. I had
cooked quite a few dishes for them, and the guests thoroughly enjoyed the
food. We chatted about Odisha; in between Manas talked about his new
stories. He knew | loved his stories; he wanted my complete attention,
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which |, too, was willingly giving. Shubhra was keen on knowing every
detail of my friendship with Manas - when and how did we meet? How

come we were so compatible with each other despite his having a happy
married life in Odisha; and neither was I his lover or anything. She was
trying to understand this special bonding.

Harihar was eager to get all the attention of me, his hostess; he tried to give
his opinion about everything around, talked about his achievements, his
admiration of the excellent life | had made for myself in Delhi. In between,
he never forgot to praise each dish | had cooked; and | had to thank him
politely every time he praised. Overall, it was a pleasant evening.

Beyond all of these, oblivion of us, Savita was in her usual fidgety
disposition — checking and serving food on Harihar’s plate, chiding him for
eating more of one dish or less of one, restricting his intake of coffee after
food. She even asked him if he washed his hands before food.

I said, “Madam, you please eat, Sir will help himself; if he needs any
assistance, I’ll look after.” I guess as the hostess, that was my duty.

“No no!! How can he eat if I don’t serve? I’ll eat later; as such I had a lot of
snacks in the guest house when you all were in the conference.

Shubhra has this crooked, uncontrollable sense of humour, which will make
anyone laugh. She said, “Arre Savita madam, do you always take care of Sir
like this? Is he a domestic animal?”(she actually said, ‘gruhapalita
pashu’!l).

Unbelievable!! Incorrigible Shubhra!!

I couldn’t control my laughter, nor could Manas and Sonu. | rushed to the
kitchen to laugh in the plea of getting some pickles. In the kitchen |
remembered Shakespeare’s Lady Macbeth. Lady Macbeth said, “unsex me
today”. This statement paralleled negativity to manhood and power. Was
this her reverse feminism?

Was this over-consciousness Savita’s reverse feminism? What a drama
queen! | joined them back with a desire to see a little more of domestic
drama. | must confess.

Dr. Harihar, who was an Associate Professor, and was waiting for his CAS
promotion to a Professor’s position, of course did not like this ‘domestic
animal’ adjective. He had to make his stand clear.

By then, Savita had started eating, relaxed, after feeding her husband to her
satisfaction.
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Harihar cleared his throat and said, looking at me, clearly avoiding Shubhra,
“Madam, do you know, Savita is the most loving and caring wife 1 have
ever seen. She takes care of everything. From morning to night, twenty-four
into seven, she is there for me. She takes care of my home, my children, me.
She cooks, cleans the house, arranges my shattered books, shabby study
tables, irons my clothes, feeds me. | simply depend on her for every single
thing. In fact, for every small thing I need her.”

Savita had a beaming smile on her lips. “I even make him wear his dress.
Else this mindless man would go to his university in his underwear—he is
so offhand.” Announced Savita proudly.

“What the ...!!!"” Shubhra was unrelenting. She wanted more spice for the
dinner table. “I mean, Savita Madam, do you actually make him sit on the
chair semi-nude, and do his shringaar before he goes to the university?
Every day?! ”

“Oh yes! Definitely. I even give him a bath every morning. I have been
doing that forever!

I looked at Harihar covertly to see if he was feeling embarrassed. But he
had a blank, nonchalant expression on his face. Like the Monalisa painting.
I couldn’t understand what exactly was he thinking at that moment of
humiliation.

Savita got up, washed her hands quickly, and came back to her husband,
wiped his mouth with her dupatta, arranged his scanty locks on the bald
head, set his shirt collars right, and sat closely beside him, in the most lovey
dovey position, making all of us uncomfortable.

Sonu is one wittier boy here. He added, “Wow uncle and aunty! You both
are young, like characters from a Bollywood film. ” And then he left the
dinner table, went to his study, to my utter relief. I didn’t want him to watch
this family drama of Savita-Harihar, neither | wanted him to give his expert
opinions.

Seeing my awful discomfiture, Manas tried to change the topic. “Leave it
Harihar bhai and Bhabhi. Let’s plan something. Shall we all go to Agra,
Mathura, Vrindaban over the weekend? We have our flight on Monday
morning, so the weekend can be utilized with Madam and Sonu. All of us
can fit in a bigger cab.”

I thought, thank God!
But no! Savita and Shubhra didn’t stop there.

“So, Savita Madam! It’s most impressive that you help your husband so

4, Srujan, 2022, 2(1)

25



much! My husband will give me a divorce if he sees your example...haha!!
What else do you do for Harihar Sir?”

That was quite an ego booster for Savita. “I got married to him when he
had just passed his Masters Degree and was newly appointed as a lecturer in
a government college. He was lazy-number-one from the day one, | could
see that. He did not have the training to pick his wet towel and put that in
the washing machine, neither did he know how to make a cup of tea. | took
over his complete charge. Ask him, I am the one who made him do his PhD,
I am the one because of whom he wrote all these research papers and books.
Because of me he got his promotions. Tomorrow if he is promoted to a
higher position in his workplace, it will also be because of me. Minus me,
this man is a big zero. ”

“I see...”. Shubhra was enjoying the conversation with a crooked smile.

At least now | expected Harihar to object to the discussions around him and
his career. But he kept quiet. Nonchalantly he took two rasagollas in a
small bowl. Savita quickly removed one from the bowl, and looked at him
like a disciplinarian Principal of a primary school, chiding her naughty
pupil.

Harihar pleaded for one more rasagolla, with a guilty smile. “No!! You
cannot eat more.”

Savita went on boasting about her contributions to Harihar’s life, family and
career. She took the credit for everything that he had been doing since their
wedding some thirty five years ago—he owed her his living and breathing.

I was feeling sick. | wished the evening to end there. Manas could see that.
He finally got up, wishing me good night. Others too had to leave along
with him.

Till late night | thought about this complex human behavior; to be precise,
about this objectionable supremacy of a woman. It was surely a kind of
male-harassment to-me. The gender theorist inside me was concerned. The
humanist in me was thinking, weighing the characters Harihar and Savita
from Masculinity Studies standpoint. To me, it looked like poor Harihar
was under a panoptical surveillance. Savita was inspecting him from all
directions. | felt he was getting breathless with her attention, but he talked
nicely about her love, dedication for him just to save his face before us
elites. Maybe he didn’t want us to judge him or Savita.

Poor thing. He earned my sympathies that night. Next morning, | called
Manas showing my inability to go to Agra with them as | had got some
urgent work in the university. I also told him what | felt about Dr. Harihar.
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He didn’t take much interest in their matter; rather he was upset that his
evening with me was spoiled because of the couple. It could have been an
evening of reading good literature, listening to good music, and a peaceful
dinner with me and Sonu, had those stupids not been there.

He had a point. Even | would have enjoyed that.

*kk

Time flew.

I almost forgot Harihar-Savita. Manas and Shubhra called me sometimes,
but we made it a point not to discuss the couple. It was, we decided, none of
our business. Because Harihar had apparently no objection to whatever was
happening with him—though | had serious doubts about it. But Manas
asked me to forget them.

So be it!

Yes, after five months of their visit to Delhi, | happened to visit Utkal
University, Bhubaneswar, to deliver a lecture. Dr. Harihar was eager to
meet me; but | had no time, the kind of high-flyer that | have been. So |
informed him over WhatsApp that I won’t be able to meet him.

I mostly have morning-evening-round-trips. Padmashree poet Jayanta
Mahapatra was in Bhubaneswar that day, and his car was scheduled to drop
me in the airport in the evening. | always have never ending chats with
Jayanta Sir, and | was elated, honoured spending a couple of hours with him
in the long drive and in the airport. And lo! Harihar was waiting for us in
the Bhubaneswar airport! He had gathered this information from someone
in the university, that Jayanta Sir would accompany me to the airport. |
wasn’t pleased to see him there; anyway both Jayanta Sir and I exchanged
pleasantries with him, maybe for a few seconds only, before | proceeded to
the check in counter. Harihar requested us that he wanted to click us, and
Jayanta Sir agreed. So he quickly handed over his mobile to some passerby,
and got clicked with us, with a grin. | left Bhubaneswar after touching the
feet of Jayanta Sir, and a casual ‘namaste’ to Harihar. After a couple of
days, | found Harihar had tagged me on Facebook, posted that picture with
a long tag-line, “Wonderful time spent with Padmashree Jayanta Mahapatra
and the unparalleled poet per excellence, Nandini Sahu, in Bhubaneswar.
Had long dialogues with the poets on contemporary Indian literature, and
possible future collaborations with both poets.”

| rather felt pity than contempt—and laughed it off. All I remembered was,
we spent maximum one minute with him in Bhubaneswar airport, that to, he
was an uninvited presence.
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Harihar sent me courtesy messages on festivals, functions, special
occasions, to which I responded with a ‘namaste’ emoji. Technology
sometimes makes life simpler.

After eight more months or so, once Harihar called me, with a request to
book a room for him in our guest house. He had some work in North-East
Delhi. I told him, we are in extreme South Delhi, so he’ll have to travel so
much to reach his meeting venue. He said, it was ok, there were no rooms
available elsewhere.

The moment he reached our guest house, he called me. In fact he wanted to
meet us the same morning. Anyway, | was busy; also | was trying to avoid
him. That day, at 5pm when | reached home, he was already seated
comfortably, settled, in our living room. Sonu had offered him tea. He came
to our place without an appointment, uninvited, and said he was getting
bored in the guest house. I teased, “Dr. Harihar, people who get bored in
their own company seem to be in danger.” Maybe | wanted him to talk
about himself, about his distressed life. He still had my sympathies. Of
course | did not respect him for being so meek and mild a man.

He took his sweet time, sipping his tea, savoring the snacks we offered. This
time he looked relaxed, unlike last time when he was anxious even about a
cup of tea or a rasogolla.

Poor thing.

He was relaxed till Savita called him after an hour (apparently, she called
him every one hour!). | guessed, he lied to her about the network, and
disconnected the phone. Perhaps put that on flight mode after talking to her
for a minute.

“Sir, please call her from my phone. I too can wish her my regards.”
“No no Madam!! Let it be. I’ll anyway call her after an hour.”

He talked restlessly, stridently for an hour about his work, his university;
poor Sonu had to sit with him nodding his head all the time, as | utilized the
time in cooking our dinner, and pretending to be listening to his
blabberings. | was, clearly, impolite. And | wanted him to leave. It was a
wastage of time for me to have such meaningless talk.

He called his wife sharp at 7pm and told her that he was in the guest house,
waiting for dinner, and then put the phone again on flight mode.

I understood. He didn’t want his wife to know that he was sitting with us.
Precisely, with me. A single woman.

Sonu asked, “But uncle, you are at our place!! Why did you lie?”
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It was awkward.

Then I lied to him in order to throw him out. “Sir, you may have to please
excuse us. Sonu has a lot of homework, and we’ll study now.”

“No mama! There is no homework today!”
I looked so stupid.

Harihar said, shamelessly, “Madam, can I have dinner before leaving? I
didn’t have a proper lunch in the guest house.”

We had a silent, quick, early dinner. Then | offered to drop him back in the
guest house in my car, though he had no mood to leave at 7.30pm.

He reluctantly said goodbye to Sonu and sat in my car, of course without
forgetting to praise an independent, super-successful woman, driving a car
all by herself. How disgusting was that!

Now that | was alone with him in the car, | had no reason to suppress my
infuriation for an enslaved, spineless man. He owed me an explanation for
lying to Savita that he was eating dinner in the guest house.

“Dr.Harihar, I do not teach any kind of lie and deception to my son; so what
you did at my place was seriously objectionable. I do not know much about
you or your family or the values that you people follow. You were
introduced to me by common friends. | wanted to respect you, but
unfortunately, | could not. I cannot. How can you allow a person to
dominate, control you to such an extent? How can you lie to her in front of
me, sitting at my place? You have humiliated us and our hospitality. [ don’t
know for what all should | reprimand you, neither do | know if at all |
should talk to you! You are so laid-back! You don’t have the courage to tell
Mrs. Savita that you are having dinner with a respectable family! And last
time your behaviour was such shameful in front of all of us!! How can a
man tolerate if a woman steals the entire credit of his life and career?? Have
you no dignity? No shame? Are you not suffocated? How do you live such a
life??”

| was gasping, angry. | stopped the car in front of the guest house and got
down. He too got down and stood at a distance.

He said, quietly, considerately, “Madam, I thought you are an extremely
intelligent person, and you can see the subtext behind this text. Behind this
story of ‘subjugation’. But to me, now you sound like Gandhari. To be born
blind is not a crime, but to turn a blind eye? How can you not see the hidden
depths of this story?”

Ahbh...one more drama.

4, Srujan, 2022, 2(1)

29



“Excuse me? I am still not getting what nonsense you are trying to explain.
Come to the point.” I was rude.

“Ok, let me come to the point.

He scratched his head, searching for words, and then said, “My wife Savita
is an empty-headed foolish woman; an erudite woman like you may not
understand the mindset of such people. She is class three pass (or
fail...haha), she cannot even sign in English. She puts her thumb impression
on papers | ask her to. She is from a lavish, extravagant family where she
had seen women being dominated by men. She got married to me when she
was 18 and | was 25. Her parents offered me a fortune for dowry, and see
the bonuses | have! A mansion and couple of nice cars. She can never
understand what unproductive stuff she is engaged with. She has no time to
think of anything except me and my needs. She cooks, cleans, takes care of
all my wants and wishes— | get great food, clean, soft bed, clean tables to
work, fresh towels, clean book shelves, healthy tea, health care, in fact
everything for a good living. In return, | ignore her foolish talks, her self-
styled supremacy. She feels emancipated, empowered by ‘dominating’ me.
Can you believe--she signed her entire property in my name—I mean put
her thumb impression—without an inkling of what she was doing. | told her
that she had to sign the documents to secure her property.”

I was amazed. My mouth agape, eyes wide open. What a revelation!!

“And Madam, which qualified person in my friend circle will believe that a
class-three-fail woman, who looks like a dumb fool, who opens her mouth
only to reveal her imprudence, her foolishness, has actually shaped my great
academic career? Rather, some laugh at her foolishness, and some, like you,
give me their sympathies!! Actually, it’s a win-win situation for me.”

| sat in my car without a goodbye or a good night. Reached home absent-
minded, with a void in my cognizance, rethinking, swotting ‘masculinity’.
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Tomb of the unknown medic
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Ajay Upadhyaya

Blood stained white sheets
shine brighter than red roses.

Death was his daily chore,
no different from birth,
and all the suffering strewn between.

The unfazed exterior and the calm

facade:

His armoury in his mundane battle.
More impenetrable than protective
gear

for the dreaded virus.

Here lies the soldier from life’s arena.
No gallantry medal for simply doing a
job.

But, no award scores above the honour
of healing:

Nothing beats the triumph -
completing the journey at ones peak.

Strove relentless for breathing life
into the breathless,

until his own breath ran out; reduced
to air.

The air, faceless and nameless,

drifting slowly into nothing,

drowning faded dreams of his dear

ones

and whisking off sighs of his sweetheart.
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Dr Ajay Upadhyaya, Psychiatrist, England.
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Love is the blue sky...
Subas Pradhan

Love is the blue sky

Irrespective of clouds of doubt all around!
The glaring sun might obscure it

But love’s there in the background.

Love is the fuel that runs the world
Love is gravity that holds us hard
Love is what keeps us in motion,
Love is real mindfulness in action.

The trick is to let the clouds pass
And be aware of the eternal sky.
Let’s be here to see our doubts pass
Like clumps of cloud in the sky.

Love abounds even if

We are not aware of its presence further,
Let’s remember the blue sky

To love ourselves and the other.

00 00

Dr Subas Pradhan is a psychiatrist by profession. He has considerable experiences
of working in different cultures and countries, i.e. India, Australia, the UAE and the
UK. He has a keen interest in medical teaching and research. He has a number of
publications in various academic and literary journals. His hobbies include creative
writing, traveling and public speaking. Currently he is residing and practicing in
North Yorkshire, England.
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British landscapes

Aninda Biswas
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Wastwater in the Lake District is usually ignored by tourists. But it’s a deep
and beautiful lake. On a calm day, clear as glass.

00 00
Dr Aninda Biswas, Physician, United Kingdom. His hobby includes landscape
photography.
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‘This poem is about Telo Jakasika, who is a prominent dongoria kandha woman of
Niyamgiri, a remote place in the south-west of Odisha. | met her. She instantly

hugged me and danced. She called me ‘sanga’ meaning friend” — Monalisa Jena.
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Visions
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Jyotsna Mohanty

The Divine -

What child is this,

Making and breaking his toys,
In an endless aeonic game,
Playing out some mystery,
Silent, alone?

Birth -

Waking from a slumber deep
The adventurous spirit
Gathers himself

And sets forth once more,
On his journey

Into the green world below.

Life -

Scattered waterdrops

In a vast green field

Shine like pearls in the golden dawn—
Then quietly disappear

Into the unknown.

Death -

Beautiful and terrible

The leopard stalks;

Shadowlike it follows life;

Suddenly it leaps—

Then drags its prey into the dark.

©0 00

Jyotsna Mohanty teaches mathematics and Odia in Sri Aurobindo International
Centre of Education, Puducherry. She used to write English poems for 'Children’s’
World and Mother India, Bengali short stories and poems for Shriwantu. Many of
her short stories, poems and essays in Odia are published in Sucharita, Odia
Aurovillian and Navaprakash. She is also a lyricist. Now she is writing in Odia for
the following magazines- Aspruha, Divya Unmilan, Agnirupa and Shobhana.
‘Visions’, the poem was initially published in “Mother India” in April 1997. She
lives in Sri Aurobindo Ashram Puducherry.
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Sweet

Sneha Kar
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Cupcake

Sneha Kar
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Sneha Kar, Wolverhampton Grammar School, United Kingdom
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| am me

Pravati Panigrahi

I don’t need a thorne of a Goddess.
I am as human as you.

Don’t judge me through my shillotue,
It reflects you.

Judge your own judgment.

As

I am me.

The honest me.
The warrior in me.

Don’t call me aggressive
I just asked a question to you.

Two days back

| was a soft rosy rosy rose.
I am still

As human as you.

I am a humane me.
| am me.

00 00
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Dr Pravati Panigrahi, MD, is the Founder Director of Pink-umbrella international,

Australia. As a medical doctor she has special interest in e-health and mental health

awareness. She works passionately for social justice, mainly for primary prevention
of domestic abuse and on mental health stigma. She merges her passions in clinical

and social issues and advocates for these taboo topics through community radio and

media. She lives in Australia.
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Break the bias By Pravati Panigrahi, Australia
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Longing qgm?

Dinabandhu Sahoo

ther permeates their essence. Their eyes gaze into each
others' deepest strengths and secrets and they forget the world and its harsh
judgements. In this sacred moment, nothing matters but their embrace. The pain of
separation that has swollen and ebbed like the endless tides of the open sea is finally
easing. Is the wait finally over?

Dr. Dinabandhu Sahoo, a physician by profession and painter by passion. He has
also interest in poetry, theatre and mimicry. He has the credit of participation in
various state and national level Fine Art Workshops cum Exhibitions across India.
He lives in Bhawanipatna.
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Information about the journal

gee : @ @958 @dim [The Srujan: The Creativity Journal (SCJ)] is an
endeavour to showcase creative excellence from Odisha and promote it
worldwide. This will include Poetry, Short Stories, Paintings, Photography,
Dance, Sculpting and any other creative outputs. It is an attempt to put
together the choicest creative articles in Odia Literature and creativity in
other artistic expressions linked to Odisha for an international readership;
with an aim of propagating, promoting Odia literature and creativity
worldwide.

Articles

Articles of creative writing (poems, short stories, paintings, sculpting,
dance, photographs, and other art forms etc.) related to Odisha are included
in this International Journal.

It is designed to be a multilingual journal. Translations from different
languages to Odia and from Odia to other languages (with written
permissions from original copy right holder) are also accepted.

Articles from authors connected to Odisha who are writing in other
languages are also welcome (preferably in English).

Journal also encourages readers to suggest a good piece of creative writing
or art of an author or creator to be included in this journal.

Periodicity

At the moment it is thrice a year: around April, August and December.
The frequency may increase. There is provision of special issues
occasionally.

Instruction to authors

Type of articles

Poems: Upto 3 short poems can be submitted. Shorter poems with less than
20 lines are better.

Short stories: Only one short story at a time; preferrably in around 2000
words or less.
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Painting: One or more paintings can be presented, along with a write up
about the paintings, title, and theme, method of painting and about the
painter. High quality JPEG files are needed.

Photographs: Artistic photographs can be submitted, one or more at a time,
along with a write up about them. Photographs of creative sculptures can
also be submitted. Photographs should be in high resolution JPEG files.
Photographs of dance / Dancer / with explanations

Photographs of sculptures / sculpting

Biography of famous creators in history: Article on a creative person,
detailing their creative achievements, and background can be submitted
with relevant photographs. These articles are expected to be no more than
500 words.

Publication Ethics

It is important that the authors need to adhere to the publication ethics. If
plagiarism or any other unethical practice is brought the notice of the
editorial board, a process will be followed and the article will be retracted
and the readers will be informed. Readers are encouraged to report
plagiarism or any unethical practice to the editorial board. Authors will
remain responsible for any conflicts about their submission. Editorial board
or the publishers will not have any liability.

Submission of articles

Articles are submitted by email. srujan.journal@gmail.com or
srujan@instituteofinsight.org Communication regarding outcome of the
article (acceptance or rejection) will be communicated in a reasonable time
frame or within 3-6 months. The scope of additional communication is
limited, considering that the project is supported by volunteers.

Selection process

Some articles are invited. All other submitted articles are subjected to a
review process (mostly double-blind / anonymous without the identities of
authors or reviewers disclosed). Following review, based on the reviewers’
feedback, articles are selected for publication. Editors facilitate the overall
process. Articles with objectionable content that may hurt the sentiments are
rejected. Articles without adequate info on the ‘author instructions’ will not
be processed further. Please check for spelling mistakes, typographical
issues before submission. Editors’ decisions are final.

Copyright
Authors retain the copyright. The articles are published under suitable
CreativeCommons License. Authors can submit their articles published in
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the past, if they hold the copyright, or have written permission from the
previous publisher to republish. In the latter case the authors need to
provide the written permission from the original copyright holder.

Preparation of the manuscript

Articles should be prepared in MS Word, any editable Font (Unicode font,
e.g Kalinga). Please check spellings, and avoid objectionable content.

Save the file in your name and the type of article (e.g. Ramnath Lenka -
Poem)

Please provide these details

1.

2.
3.

©:01

© o~

Author name* [if you use a pseudonym, please provide actual name,
address and phone number]

Address: Current place of residence, State/Country*

Author biography (around 50-100 words) Example style: Name

Surname, Artistry, usual work, ... etc. ...],* Please make it in one
paragraph, to be written in third person.
Email*

[Please note: Articles sent from your email will be considered as your
confirmation that it is 'your original article, and you will be solely
responsible for any dispute or copyright violation.]

Phone/WhatsApp (not to be published)

The details previous publication (if any) of submitted article: name of
the magazine/newspaper where published, Year (date). If published
earlier, please ensure that, if needed, you have authority to republish or
have written permission from the original publisher / copyright holder
to republish.

Title of the article

Content of the article

If submitting photographs of paintings, sculptures or artistic
photography, etc., these should be given in high resolution JPEG files
separately. JPEG file names should have the name of the
author/contributor.
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Readers’ page

Readers are at the heart of this creative endeavour. Thanks for
reading and sharing the contents.

Srujan encourages readers to send their observations and specific
suggestions to improve the journal’s rearch, readability and quality.

Suggestions on specific published articles are also welcome.

The Srujan team encourages all the readers to spot the creativity
associated with Odisha, Odia culture and suggest the creators to
submit their articles for sharing them worldwide through this
journal.

To receive each issue of this journal regularly, readers can send an
email to srujan.journal@gmail.com mentioning their name and

‘reader’ in the subject line. The electronic copy of the journal is

freely circulated.
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The Institute of Insight, UK

[A non-profit organisation]
The Institute of Insight is a non-profit organisation with an objective to
advance education, promote health and creativity to improve quality of life
by providing opportunities for lifelong learning, training, appropriate
services, research, and publications for the benefit of general public and
professionals worldwide.

The Institute is working in partnership with Quality of Life Research and
Development Foundation (QoLReF) and Geriatric Care and Research
organisation (GeriCaRe) which are academic and charitable organisations
supported by resource persons worldwide.

The Institute of Insight is currently supporting various public education
initiatives, research related works and publications. It is contributing to the
Healthy Ageing Conference a public education event in India, for elderly
people and their caregivers. It sponsors publication of Journal of Geriatric
Care and Research, Srujan, The Creativity Journal, which are freely
available to general public and professionals.
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