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Srujan: The Creativity Journal Instruction for authors

Invitation of articles for Srujan: The Creativity Journal

This is an effort to put together a journal with the choicest creative articles in Odia
Literature and creativity in other fields of artistic expressions linked to Odisha for an
international readership; with an aim of propagating, promoting Odia literature and
creativity worldwide.

Articles (‘poem, short story, art, and other creative forms’) are invited for the
Srujan: The Creativity Journal. Please send your selected articles only. Submit one
article at a time; for poems you can send up to 3 small poems. Do not send essays
and critiques.

This is a multi-lingual journal accepting creative articles of translations from and to
Odia from different languages; along with article from Odia people writing in other
languages.

The journal considers pre-published articles if you have the copyright or the written
permission from the original publishers.

Selection of all the submitted articles is done by a peer group, except the invited
ones.

Please refer to the ‘Instruction to authors’ for more information about submission.
All the articles should be submitted in Word file, (Unicode font, preferably
Kalinga), author’s name, address (place and state/country), bio in 100 words, email
are essential. Submit to the email below.

The article should be the authors’ own creation. Authors will remain responsible for
any conflicts about their submission. Editorial board or the publishers will not have
any liability.

Submit at: srujan.journal@gmail.com
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Jayanta Mahapatra (22 October 1928 — 27 August 2023), is a prominent
poet from Odisha, who wrote primarily in English. He completed MSc in
Physics and taught physics in many colleges in Odisha since 1949 till his
retirement as a Reader in Physics in 1986.

His poems such as "Indian Summer" and "Hunger" are regarded as classics
in modern Indian English literature. He has written 27 books of poems, of
which seven are in Odia. His wellknown books are Relationship, Bare
Face and Shadow Space, Green Gardener (an anthology of short stories)
and Door of Paper: Essay and Memoirs. He edited the literary magazine
‘Chandrabhaga’. His literary articles have been widely published
worldwide.

He is the first Indian poet to win a Sahitya Akademi award for English
poetry book ‘Relationship’. He won many national and international literary
awards, including Jacob Glatstein Memorial Award, Allen Tate Poetry
Prize, the SAARC Literary Award, Tata Literature Lifetime Achievement
Award, Kanhaiya Lal Sethia Award for Poetry, RL Poetry Lifetime
Achievement Award for Poetry, First Prize in Scottish International Open
Poetry Competition; Second Prize in the International Who’s Who in Poetry
in London; Gangadhar National Award For Poetry, Sambalpur University,
Ramakrishna Jaidayal Harmony Award; Bishuva Award Prajatantra
Prachara Samiti; SAARC Literary Award, and many others.

He was invited as Visiting Writer to different countries: International
Writing Program, lowa City; Cultural Award Visitor, Australia; Japan
Foundation — Visitor's Award. He was also invited to lots of literary
conferences, festivals and poetry reading events worldwide

He was awarded a Padma Shri, in 2009 which he returned in 2015 to protest
against rising intolerance in India. An honorary doctorate was conferred
upon him by Ravenshaw University and a DLit Degree by Utkal University,
Odisha. He is the first ever Indian English poet to become a Fellow of the
Sahitya Akademi.

He has crafted a unique niche for him in the literary world, which will
remain forever inmitable.

©0 00

Reference:
https://www.poemhunter.com/jayanta-mahapatra/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jayanta Mahapatra
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Hunger %@;m?

Thhe Creativity Journal
Jayanta Mahapatra

It was hard to believe the flesh was heavy on my back.
The fisherman said: Will you have her, carelessly,
trailing his nets and his nerves, as though his words
sanctified the purpose with which he faced himself.

I saw his white bone thrash his eyes.

| followed him across the sprawling sands,

my mind thumping in the flesh's sling.

Hope lay perhaps in burning the house 1 lived in.
Silence gripped my sleeves; his body clawed at the froth
his old nets had only dragged up from the seas.

In the flickering dark his lean-to opened like a wound.

The wind was I, and the days and nights before.

Palm fronds scratched my skin. Inside the shack

an oil lamp splayed the hours bunched to those walls.

Over and over the sticky soot crossed the space of my mind.

I heard him say: My daughter, she's just turned fifteen...
Feel her. I'll be back soon, your bus leaves at nine.

The sky fell on me, and a father's exhausted wile.

Long and lean, her years were cold as rubber.

She opened her wormy legs wide. | felt the hunger there,
the other one, the fish slithering, turning inside

00 00
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Her hand %@;ﬂ?

Thhe Creativity Journal
Jayanta Mahapatra

The little girl's hand is made of darkness
How will I hold it?

The streetlamps hang like decapitated heads
Blood opens that terrible door between us

The wide mouth of the country is clamped in pain
while its body writhes on its bed of nails

This little girl has just her raped body
for me to reach her

The weight of my guilt is unable
to overcome my resistance to hug her

00 00
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Dawn at Puri %@@
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Thhe Creativity Journal
Jayanta Mahapatra

Endless crow noises
A skull in the holy sands
tilts its empty country towards hunger.

White-clad widowed Women
past the centers of their lives
are waiting to enter the Great Temple

Their austere eyes
stare like those caught in a net
hanging by the dawn's shining strands of faith.

The fail early light catches
ruined, leprous shells leaning against one another,
a mass of crouched faces without names,

and suddenly breaks out of my hide
into the smoky blaze of a sullen solitary pyre
that fills my aging mother:

her last wish to be cremated here
twisting uncertainly like light
on the shifting sands

00 00
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Thhe Creativity Journal
Jayanta Mahapatra

Of that love, of that mile
walked together in the rain,
only a weariness remains.

I am that stranger now

my mirror holds to me;

the moment's silence

hardly moves across the glass.
| pity myself in another's guise.

And no one's back here, no one

I can recognize, and from my side

I see nothing. Years have passed

since | sat with you, watching

the sky grow lonelier with cloudlessness,
waiting for your body to make it lived in.

00 00
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The Indian way %@@
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Thhe Creativity Journal
Jayanta Mahapatra

The long, dying silence of the rain
over the hills

opens one's touch,

a feeling for the soul's substance,
as for the opal neck

spiralling the inside of a shell.

We keep calm; the voices move.
I buy you the morning's lotus.

we would return again and again

to the movement

that is neither forward nor backward,
making us

stop moving, without regret.

You know:
I will not touch you, like that
until our wedding night.

0 0
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Statues of curse %@@
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The Creativity Journal
Prasanta Kumar Panda

There is a shop-soiled banality about our democracy,
We are well bred in worldliness,

And can honour human torment

By calling it by a name

And prove we are more realistic about it

Than realism has it.

As we move in smog filled air in welknown streets

Looking at private statues built with public money,

With shrivelled hearts and swollen brains

We calculate soulless abstractions of our vacuum generation
In vexed theories of economics

Without moral sentiments.

If smeared with raw emotions

Public money comes as easy spent for

Private statues;

Sympathy overrides,

If it feeds poor to praise

Perverted leaders

In magnanimous stone

Shining at the cost of dark poverty for millions.

How can we forget,

After his victory,

Hitler surveyed the statue of Napoleon
To build his own model of curse

With public money.

How can our public figures of darkness remain far behind,
Even if we’re far away in history!

Srujan: The Creativity Journal, 2023, 3(3)



From a dead end of our
nation’s soul

Prasanta Kumar Panda

In our grave we’ll listen

Tell us about our faith in our nation
With tear and blood,

Not flower or love.

Not pestering with past glory

Or fabricated flamboyant future remorse.

How much we wished with all our might

All along our struggle for trust and peace

Our children will not bite

Fingers of our soldiers

Before they pull the triggers;

Under an obligation

Of living a national mercy

To kill some of us to protect some others among us.

We’ve been coerced to assume now
We have outlived our moral reason,
It’s time to change ours for others’ beliefs
Or ready to be silenced or else smothered.

The nation we lived in and believed in

Is now in the hands of hearts that throb

To spill blood of the mass who sing a different song
Has a different dish to relish

And dress that gives them a feel of themselves,
Without any challenge to the commonsense

Of common people who have sense enough.

Peace has become a dead shield of our nation’s soul
Every bit of life below it is pressed to silence
That sobs for a noble cause even without a whimper.

00 00

q8e

The Creativity Journal

Srujan: The Creativity Journal, 2023, 3(3)



Cry mercy cry democracy %@@
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The Creativity Journal
Prasanta Kumar Panda

Giving the figures of darkness the power of light
Governance has become a lighthouse

For the blind,

Guessing freedom and pursuing light.

For those who can see in darkness
It’s just a mirage,

Visible in heat of their understanding
And day light of transparency,
Ordained by human rights.

Invisible sovereignty has lost its sheen,
Countries celebrating democracy

Squeezed themselves into

Madness of a few in a perpetual retreat
Neither once happy people can ever be happy
Nor the poor nations can ever be rich.

Dearest citizens of cities with changed names,
Towns with dictated menus,

Villages with caste based cow dung beetles
With voting rights.

Cry mercy, as a right,

Cry democracy, as a slogan for your new found
Understanding of your plight.

00 00

Prof. Prasanta Kumar Panda is a faculty of Indian Institute of Technology,
Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi. He has the distinction of publishing specialized
papers in diverse areas of Professional Communication, Technical Writing, Literary
Theory and Creative Writing. He is honorary Editor-in-Chief of Nuances: A journal
of Humanistic Enquiry. He is in the advisory board of Platform: A Bi-Lingual
Magazine Based on Literature and Culture and I0SR Journals of Humanities and
Social Sciences. He writes poems in English and has two volumes to his credit,
titled: ‘Confused Confessions’ and ‘A Blueprint of Retrospections’.
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Bhitarkanika National Park is a large national park with the status of a
Ramsar site, in northeast Kendrapara district in Odisha. It is surrounded by
Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary. Gahirmatha Beach and Marine Sanctuary
separate the swamp region and mangroves from the Bay of Bengal. It hosts
many mangrove species, and is the second largest mangrove ecosystem in
India. The National Park is home to saltwater crocodile, Indian python, king
cobra, black ibis, darters wild boar, rhesus monkey, chital, monitor lizard,
and Olive ridley turtles on Gahirmatha along with many species of flora and
fauna.

©0 0

Saroj Kar is the Director of GenX Film Institute, Bhubaneswar. He is a creative
photographer and cinematographer. His picutres capture life in close up. He has
been involved in production of various documentaries on Odia culture, Odissi
Dance, and sculptures around Odisha. Some of his productions are available at
YouTube.com@SarojKar. He enjoys training the next generation photographers and
cinematographers.
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Geo wonders of Iceland

Subas Pradhan

Northern Lights!!

Yee

The Creativity Journal

Srujan: The Creativity Journal, 2023, 3(3)

80



SR

Thingvellir Nation Park, in the golden triangle, Iceland. The gap is due to
intercontinental shift of Eurasian and Northern Amerian tectonic plates!
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e Way to Vik, Iceland
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Skogafoss, a meditative medium sized fall on the way to Vik, Iceland. Foss
in Icelandic language means a ‘waterfall’.

00 00

Dr Subas Pradhan, MD, is a psychiatrist in Milton Keynes, UK. He has vast
experience of clinical practice in India, Australia, and UAE, with a keen interest in
medical teaching and research. His hobbies include creative writing and public
speaking. He likes travelling and photography. The series of photos published here
are from his visit to Iceland.
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Waiting for him %@;m?

The Creativity Journal
Bandana Sahoo

His love is lost today

In the smoke of cow dust

Something the river is decorated with flowers
Many of them are tangled in flowers

That lush green forest.

Under the hood
He calls out to me every day
To build a house across the river.

Ever in the lust of swollen queen

His jaw rises

The end of the wait is overwhelming
Sometimes it is the day of remembrance
And sometimes it is a waiting guest.

She becomes a slave in the servant's company
The heat of that summer

It isn't the gentle passion of that morning.

Waiting for him

Here the bird rises

It seems that all the fingers are covered in sand
The twinkling light area of that dark night

I am still waiting for him

A helpless limb lying

In the foggy limb of memory

He will come,

In his bewildered sky

The sand of his chest landed with me
And somewhere to build a house

In an unknown area.
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Darkness will be removed
The mountain will open
He will also rise

from the bed of hypocrisy
Lies shrouded

In deceit from love.

Where he and his fragrance are not there
Just be

Entwined in thorns

The scent of a faded rose.

He will collapse and die

Pieces on that floor

Dreams are divided into two parts
Something inside you

Something in me.
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Once Again

Across the border

We will be together

Far away from every compulsions
In a new journey

Where there will be rain of love
Some on you and some on me.

The sky will wake up

The clouds will rain

In the coincidence of the entire universe
The heaven will also arrive.

With the sound of birds,

Flowers will bloom in the tree

The gathering of love will be fragrant
In the shadows of all the blessings
Our wishes will be adorned

That no one can separate us at all.

[eele)
Bandana Sahoo writes under a pen name of "Shibangi Dhara". She writes in Odia,
English and Hindi languages. Besides poems, she also writes other types of creative

articles. She lives in Jajpur, India.
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Information about the journal

~——

gee : @ @95@G @4dim [The Srujan: The Creativity Journal (SCJ) ISSN

2976-9329] is an endeavour to showcase creative excellence from Odisha
and promote it worldwide. This will include Poetry, Short Stories,
Paintings, Photography, Dance, Sculpting and any other creative outputs. It
is an attempt to put together the choicest creative articles in Odia Literature
and creativity in other artistic expressions linked to Odisha for an
international readership; with an aim of propagating, promoting Odia
literature and creativity worldwide.

Articles

Articles of creative writing (poems, short stories, paintings, sculpting,
dance, photographs, and other art forms etc.) related to Odisha are included
in this International Journal. It is designed to be a multilingual journal.
Translations from different languages to Odia and from Odia to other
languages (with written permissions from original copy right holder) are
also accepted. Articles from authors connected to Odisha who are writing in
other languages are also welcome (preferably in English).

Journal also encourages readers to suggest a good piece of creative writing
or art of an author or creator to be included in this journal.

Periodicity

At the moment it is thrice a year: April, August and December. The
frequency may increase. There is provision of special issues occasionally.

Publication Ethics

It is important that the authors need to adhere to the publication ethics. If
plagiarism or any other unethical practice is brought the notice of the
editorial board, a process will be followed and the article will be retracted
and the readers will be informed. Readers are encouraged to report
plagiarism or any unethical practice to the editorial board. Authors will
remain responsible for any conflicts about their submission. Editorial board
or the publishers will not have any liability.
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Instruction to authors

Type of articles

Poems: Minimum 3 and up to 5 short poems can be submitted. Shorter
poems with less than 20 lines are better.

Short stories: Only one short story can be submitted at a time, preferably
in around 2000 words or less.

Painting: One or more paintings can be presented, along with a write up
about the paintings, title, and theme, method of painting and about the
painter. High quality JPEG files are needed.

Photographs: Artistic photographs can be submitted, one or more at a time,
along with a write up about them. Photographs of creative sculptures can
also be submitted. Photographs should be in high resolution JPEG files.

Photographs of dance / dancer / with explanations
Photographs of sculptures / sculpting

Biography of famous creators in history: Article on a creative person,
detailing their creative achievements, and background can be submitted
with relevant photographs. These articles are expected to be no more than
500 words.

Book and Magazine Reviews: short write ups up to 200 words with
specific information.

Preparation of the manuscript

Articles should be prepared in MS Word, any editable Font (Unicode font,
e.g Kalinga). Please check spellings, and avoid objectionable content. Save
the file in your name and the type of article (e.g. Ramnath Lenka - Poem)

Please provide these details

1. Author name* [if you use a pseudonym, please provide actual name,
address and phone number]

2. Address: Current place of residence, State/Country*

3. Author biography (around 50-100 words) Example style: Name
Surname, Artistry, usual work, ... etc. ...],* Please make it in one
paragraph, to be written in third person providing specific information.

4. Email*

[Please note: Articles sent from your email will be considered as your
confirmation that it is your original article, and you will be solely
responsible for any dispute or copyright violation.]
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5. Phone/WhatsApp (not to be published)

6. The details previous publication (if any) of submitted article: name of
the magazine/newspaper where published, Year (date). If published
earlier, please ensure that, if needed, you have authority to republish or
have written permission from the original publisher / copyright holder
to republish.

7. Title of the article

8. Content of the article

9. If submitting photographs of paintings, sculptures or artistic

photography, etc., these should be given in high resolution JPEG files
separately. JPEG file names should have the name of the
author/contributor.

Book and Magazine Reviews

Srujan publishes Book Reviews in its issues to popularise books related to
Odisha, Odia and translated literary / creative works. Interested authors,
editors and publishers may send two copies of the book or an eCopy for
review. Along with the book, please send following information by email to
srujan.journal@gmail.com: 1 Title of the book: 2. Author full name: 3.
Publisher and address: 4. Publication place: 5. Publication year: 6. Book
availability: 7. Any Internet link to order the book and 8. Cover page photo
of the book in JPEG. In addition any specific points about the book that
should be considered for inclusion in review can be mentioned.

Srujan publishes Magazine Reviews in its issues to popularise magazines
related to Odisha and Odia. Interested Editors and publishers may send two
copies of the magazine or an eCopy for review. Along with the magazine,
please send following information by email to srujan.journal@gmail.com:
1. Title of the magazine: 2. Full name of Editors: 3. Publisher and address:
4. Publication place: 5. Publication frequency: 6. Any link to order the
magazine; 7. Cover page photo of the Magazine in JPEG. Along with these,
any specific points about the magazine that should be considered for
inclusion in review and article submission email or address can be provided.

Address to send the books and magazines:
Editor, Srujan, 60 Highfield Drive, Epsom, KT19 0AP, London, UK.

However, if required, the books and magazines can be sent to: Srujan, 130,
Ratnakar Bag, Bhubaneswar, 751018, India.
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Submission of articles

Articles are submitted by email. srujan.journal@gmail.com or
srujan@instituteofinsight.org Communication regarding outcome of the
article (acceptance or rejection) will be communicated in a reasonable time
frame or within 3-6 months. The scope of additional communication is
limited, considering that the project is supported by volunteers.

Selection process

Some articles are invited. All other submitted articles are subjected to a
review process (mostly double-blind / anonymous without the identities of
authors or reviewers disclosed). Following review, based on the reviewers’
feedback, articles are selected for publication. Editors facilitate the overall
process. Articles with objectionable content that may hurt the sentiments are
rejected. Articles without adequate info on the ‘author instructions’ will not
be processed further. Please check for spelling mistakes, typographical
issues before submission. Editors’ decisions are final.

Copyright

Authors retain the copyright. The articles are published under suitable
CreativeCommons License. Authors can submit their articles published in
the past, if they hold the copyright, or have written permission from the
previous publisher to republish. In the latter case the authors need to
provide the written permission from the original copyright holder.

Open access

The journal is open access. There are no publication fees for the authors;
and it is freely available for the readers, with support from the Institute of
Insight, UK.

Template / Checklist for submission
Author contact details: Author name / Address: place, State/Country, / Email / Phone (not to

be published)

Author biography (50-100 words) Please provide it in a paragraph. Examples of content (not
mandatory) to include: Medium of creative expression, Education, Work, Leisure work,
Published book titles, Recognitions / awards, Few lines about your creativity, Few lines about
yourself

Title of article

Content of the article

Photographs for articles (paintings, photographs, sculptures etc.) should be given in high
resolution JPEG files separately. File name should have the name of the author/contributor.
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Quality of Life Research and Development Foundation

Quality of Life Research and Development Foundation (QoLReF) is involved
in improving Quality of Life through Evidence Based Methods. Its mission
statement is: “Improving Life through Evidence and Experience.”

The Foundation is a conglomerate of various disciplines involved in
research and developmental activities to improve the 'Quality of Life'. It
brings together the scientific and socio-cultural understandings to the
awareness and utility of the public. Experts from various disciplines support
the activities of the QolLReF. The foundation, through interactive ways
helps in sharing the knowledge and experience improving the quality of life
in general. It is registered as a charity organization, with scientific,
sociocultural and service oriented objectives.
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The Institute of Insight

The Institute of Insight, UK
[A non-profit organisation]
The Institute of Insight is a non-profit organisation with an objective to

advance education, promote health and creativity to improve quality of life
by providing opportunities for lifelong learning, training, appropriate
services, research, and publications for the benefit of general public and
professionals worldwide.

The Institute is working in partnership with Quality of Life Research and
Development Foundation (QoLReF) and Geriatric Care and Research
organisation (GeriCaRe) which are academic and charitable organisations
supported by resource persons worldwide.

The Institute of Insight is currently supporting various public education
initiatives, research related works and publications. It is contributing to the
Healthy Ageing Conference a public education event in India, for elderly
people and their caregivers. It sponsors publication of Journal of Geriatric
Care and Research, Srujan, The Creativity Journal, which are freely
available to general public and professionals.
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