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Invitation of articles for Srujan: The Creativity Journal

This is an effort to put together a journal with the choicest creative articles in Odia
Literature and creativity in other fields of artistic expressions linked to Odisha for an
international readership; with an aim of propagating, promoting Odia literature and
creativity worldwide.

Articles (‘poem, short story, art, and other creative forms’) are invited for the
Srujan: The Creativity Journal. Please send your selected articles only. Submit one
article at a time; for poems you can send up to 3 small poems. Do not send essays
and critiques.

This is a multi-lingual journal accepting creative articles of translations from and to
Odia from different languages; along with article from Odia people writing in other
languages.

The journal considers pre-published articles if you have the copyright or the written
permission from the original publishers.

Selection of all the submitted articles is done by a peer group, except the invited
ones.

Please refer to the ‘Instruction to authors’ for more information about submission.
All the articles should be submitted in Word file, (Unicode font, preferably
Kalinga), author’s name, address (place and state/country), bio in 100 words, email
are essential. Submit to the email below.

The article should be the authors’ own creation. Authors will remain responsible for
any conflicts about their submission. Editorial board or the publishers will not have
any liability.

Submit at: srujan.journal@gmail.com
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Instruction to authors is given at the end of this issue.

For further information please contact the Srujan Editorial Board: srujan.journal@gmail.com
OR srujan@instituteofinsight.org

The Institute of Insight, UK: theinstituteofinsight @gmail.com

Quality of Life Research and Development Foundation (QoLReF), golref@gmail.com
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FAKIRMOHAN SENAPATI

Fakir Mohan Senapati (13 January 1843 — 14 June 1918), is referred as
Byasa Kabi (Odisha's Vyasa). He was a writer, poet, philosopher and social
reformer. He is the father of Odia nationalism and modern Odia literature.
His famous books include ‘Chha maana Atha Guntha’, ‘Mamu’,
‘Prayaschita’, 'Lachhama’. He wrote the the first autobiography in Odia,
‘Atma Jeebana Charita’. His short stories are published in the compilation
titled ‘Galpa Swalpa-1 and 2°. He has a long poem titled, ‘Utkala
Bhramanam’, which was published around 1892. He was a master story
teller. His short story ‘Rebati’, written in 1898, is a masterpiece of Odia

literature and is recognized as the first Odia short story. His other stories are
also quite well known: Patent Medicine, Daka Munshi, Adharma Bitta, etc.

Reference: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fakir Mohan Senapati
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Shreyan Kar, MBChB, loves painting and photography. He has captured few
interesting landscapes in the western beaches in the UK.
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Ranjit K Sahu is a scientist in Virginia University in the USA. He is poet, painter
and short story writer. He has a few anthologies in poetry: jibanar sourav, premara
pratidhwani, kuchh lamhe kuchh jajbat, 2005: a year of love, Drunk, Companion,
and The wonders of creation. His writing have been published in Odisha and
outside. He has published a collection of Odia poems titled "Sandhanare
Anaamikaar”. He connects with the nature in his literary creations. He has few
painting exhibitions to his credit. He lives in Charlottesville VA USA.

These paintings have been exhibited in the Bolder Exhibition held in The Poe Park
Center, The Bronx New York, USA in 2022.
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Sumitra Mishra

Where’s Winter, Oh! Where’s the blessed season?
The Earth is choking in fog

Roads are blackened in smog

The sky is no more blue

Nor the Sun a golden hue

The Cuckoo is no more singing

I am not trilling like the Bulbul

For the bullets are winging on roads
Markets, schools, hotels and stations

The butterflies are madly searching

For the flowers, marigolds are unwilling !

Who knows why the brook is babbling

At Tawang the soldiers are fighting

Come on my love! Don’t coax me to woo

Mother Earth is blazing in hazards so

Nature is bounteous, we all know

But don’t we fear the cyclones that circle

The war planes that cross the border and cackle

Did you throw those flowers at my feet

I know, your feelings are honest and sweet

But hark dear! Our Mother’s wailing I hear

Winter snow and the cold winds are still missing
The Love birds amid the mango flowers are not Kissing
How can we sleep inside those heavy blankets

My heart is not cheerful, mosquitoes are whistling

I know, it’s the effect of global warming

December is no more cool and pleasant

The Christmas spirit is rare and compassion missing
Don’t feed me those cakes and buttery muffin

My bones are brittle and blood pressure rising!
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Sumitra Mishra

Silence is more eloquent than words
But silence is very rare
Throughout my life | have uttered Numerous words fondly
Yet | failed to express the wish
In the deepest corner of my heart.
A long time | spent in my life
Building a monument of words.

The monuments shake and shudder

When | feel the tremors in my heart
Silently | to you surrender

All my unspoken woes | suffocate!!!

To achieve peace in life

The path of silence did | choose

But my soul became a storewell of words
Which on papers through ink I spread!

You taught me Lord, through Nature

That Silence is more eloquent than all words
In silence | pray and surrender

Though with words | offer my devotion !!!

Through silence, | hope to touch

The peak of contentment and peace
‘Cause so much violence is thrown at me
Through words and hateful speech.

Silent like an incense stick

I wish to spread my aroma around

In silence may I serve the purpose of my life
Not like the drum or conch I want to sound!!!!
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It's difficult

Sumitra Mishra

You think

It’s difficult

To find clean environment
Healthy food and delicious
drinks

| think

It’s difficult

To keep the song in our hearts
alive

Or whistle into the air the
rhythms of love!

You think

It’s difficult

Not to yell or fight

When forced to hear me scream
I think

It’s difficult

Not to smile or nod at our
friends
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Or share an amiable moment
with foes.

You think

It’s difficult

To forget the wounds of betrayal
To forgive a lapse in cooking or
dressing

| think

It’s difficult

To recall events with exact
magnitude

Or repeat stories to incur
sympathy of others!

What’s difficult for you

Seems so simple and easy to me
Though we are seated on the
same boat

Holding each other tightly to
escape drowning!

Dr Sumitra Mishra is a Retired Principal and Professor of English from
Bhubaneswar, Odisha! She is a bilingual writer who has published books both in
English and Odia! She has to her credit 7 anthologies of English poetry and one
book of English short stories published by Authors press, Delhi! The names of her
books being Penelope’s Web, Flames of Silence, The Soul of Fire, Still the Stones
Sing, The Red Moon, Roses and Bruises, Whispering Shadows & Reminiscence! Dr
Mishra has to her credit 7 anthologies of poems, 6 collections of short stories, 3
plays and 3 books of translation published in Odia, that’s her mother tongue!!!
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Who art thou

Jyotsna Mohanty

Thy Beauty!

There is nothing with which

it can be compared.

Wherever my eyes glance

I only see

An infinitesimal manifestation
Ofit.

This radiating peace

Is immaculate and indescribable.

It enchants all that is,
Hearts and infinity.

Thy Love!

It is beyond all expression.
It is the source of all creation.
Dispelling all sorrows,
Scattering all gloom,

It is bliss it brings

To all things.

Thy Grace!

It knows no bounds.
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From the minutest speck

To the immensities of Space
Over all it spreads

Its absolute, all-embracing charm
It holds everything

In its embrace.

But who art Thou or what?
Grace! Love! Beauty!

Bliss mingled with moonlight!
Or these are but veils

Of something beyond them...

To grasp Thee

I have no skill...

But when Thou comest,

O Mother Divine,

| feel

Thy Beauty, Thy Grace and Thy
Love

Surround me.

Published initially in Mother India (January 2006)
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Jyotsna Mohanty

Man or Woman
Monarch or Mendicant

is not my real self.
I act in all these roles

in the drama of life.
Name, country, religion

are the dresses | use,
Prestige, Wealth, Fame are

only the ornaments.
When that episode is over

I, soul, am free and boundless.
To carry out the commands

of the Lord, | come,
It is my work and my Dharma.

I took birth in different bodies
according to the demand of Nature.
Aeons after aeons come and go...
Everything changes
with the footsteps of Time.
But the Supreme Truth
is unchangeable and immortal,
I am a spark of that
Light Eternal.
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Published initially in Mother India (March-2003)
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Not here

Jyotsna Mohanty

On the high mountains
I sought Thee
and in the depths of the sea.

Before my eyes

A mountain opened:

Into a forest of beauty
Entered I.

Animals and birds.
Green leaves and flowers
With a smile

They all greeted me.

Such the enchantment,
| wanted to stay
But the soft breeze
In my ear whistled,
"No dear, It is not here."

I climbed to the high
Kingdoms of snow
Arms of peace
Around me | felt.
Here will I live, thought 1.
But the snow-laden wind
Roared to me,
"No dear, It is not here."

Through the countries | roamed
From temples to masjids and knocked
At every monastery door.
But always the same cry
Echoed back to me,
"No dear. It is not here."
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Into the sea then plunged I.

Its treasures of corals and pearls

It offered to me

And all its denizens round me came

And in its rippling voice said the sea,
"No dear, It is not here."

Back to my own home I came,
And sat all alone:

Even my thoughts

Had abandoned me.

A ray of sudden light
I know not from where,
Came into my heart.

I looked within and saw
A room of delight
Its door ajar...

There | saw Thee
Looking at me.
Thy voice, soft and sweet
I heard
"Look, my dear, | am here."

00 00 0

Published initially in Mother India (September 2004)
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Jyotsna Mohanty lives in Sri Aurobindo ashram, Pondicherry, and teaches Odia and
Maths in Sri Aurobindo International Centre of Education. She writes stories and
poems in Odia, English and Sanskrit. Published book: ‘Phula kahe mana sune’. She
is also a lyricist, she writes devotional songs about The Mother and Sri Aurobindo.
She is available in the YouTube, on the channel @Pabitra Kumar Behera.
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An ode to --she

Reshma Sultana

She is a sign of immortality

Carrying bunches of hope and blessings,
She is the semblance of scattered thoughts
In the midnight of driving cloud,

Her love is inevitable
Spilling of quills making you comfortable,

Wherever you go in the track of life
She resides in the corner of heart,

She is the fragrance of each breath
Having oceans of emotions
Which never decay and decline...

©0 00 00

Eternal love

Reshma Sultana

My morning is like night,
I want to awake....
With colour of your sight.

The night is passing,
Like the memory is burning

My heart is filled with smoke
Oh birdie,come to my home

My prayers are with you

Like the wind ,

I will keep loving you ....
Even after death,

I will keep belong to you.

©0 00 00
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Reshma Sultana

Someone to be true to me,
Whether near or far apart

Whose love will always be there,
as a treasure in my heart.....

To need a helping hand

Who takes care and understand,

To make me think, laugh and smile

When | am down, picks me up...

If only for a while.....To have someone, in my life.

Listen my silence in a while
You are like a refreshing breeze,
Making sure...I feel at ease.....

Someone like you is like rainbow fair
Who cherish my life with care....

©Q 00 00

Reshma Sultana, MA in English, teacher at St. Xavier’s senior secondary school,
Cuttack. She writes in English, Hindi and Odia language. She believes one can get
healed by writing the poems. Published books: Spasms of emotion, Dil Ka Sukoon_
meri Maa; Two shades of me

00 00 00

86
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It’s age now, that
| better speak it out
Before I forget...

I had a crush, I think

In tenders years, on someone
Beautiful obviously, and quiet
Gracefully dressed always, every day

Alas, | have forgotten

Her name..., everything almost,
And I don’t remember her face
It’s just a feeling now,

I think, | had a crush on someone

No, I didn’t tell her, nor
To anyone, till today, ...
It’s only in my heart, in my poems

I didn’t know, if she had any feelings
For me, or for anyone else

I’m not sure, if it was a crush after all
Or | am just making it up, trying to remember

But, hey you!
Did you have a crush, on me
Any subtle feeling, even an iota

Let me know, let me know
Speak it up now
Before you forget ...

It still matters,

Matters a lot to know,

If someone, someday
Had a soft corner for you
In their heart

If you had a crush,

Speak up, speak up now,
Before you forget it, for ever ...
©0 00 0
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Be ready to change

Nilamadhab Kar

Life changes
Mornings change into evenings,
Days to nights

You change,
You grow old,
Wrinkles, freckles, lines, ...

You can't hold on to mornings,
Days or nights

They will change...

Part ways ...

For tomorrow’s mornings...
For new beginnings...

Times change

You will move on,
Whether ready or not,
One day,

It will be your time, to go,
To say goodbye,

To bid farewell

To all those you love,
Ornot ...

Be ready to leave,
When the time comes,
To change,

To change into history
A forgettable,
Changeable history
Be ready

Be ready to change

00 00 0
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Season of falling leaves

Nilamadhab Kar

A deep blue canvass

With paints of white clouds
Warm sun, idling wind,

Leaves changing colours

With hundred hues

Yellowish, brown, red, deep red,
May be a patch of darkness
Lurking somewhere

A bit of helplessness

With a gentle persuasive breeze
Suggesting as if, it’s time

It’s time, to go

To take a leap

Bid goodbye and leave

It’s time to fall...
To the ground

That’s the go

Everybody leaves

Sooner or later

When the time comes
Gradually, slowly or suddenly

It feels, although
Time is never right,
To go

But one has to...
That’s the way

Autumn whispers it
Leaves fall
Trees become barren
It’s time
Time to go
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Until the cycle begins again

But then, it’s time for the new. Not the olds
They can’t stay on, nor do they come back
No one redecorates the earth

You live

As long as your seasons last

Not a day more or less

You walk your life

Whether the ones walking alongside
Are still there or not

You have to walk, live on

Until the season of falling leaves
Begins, for you...
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Prof Nilamadhab Kar MD, DPM, DNB, FRCPsych, writes poetry, and occasionally
stories and short essays, in English and Odia. His poems have been published in
magazines and anthologies in USA, UK, and India. One of his poems has been
awarded 2" prize in the International Open Poetry Competition for the International
Who’s Who in Poetry 2005. Literary publications: a poetry anthology in Odia (Tama
Paain); two translated poetry books (Reverberation and Tomorrow’s Morning Sun).
He has edited a few literary magazines and is on the editorial board of some. He is a
psychiatrist; besides clinical work he is actively involved in clinical research and

publications.
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Jharana is a new magazine in Odia, initated in 2024. It is publishing articles
from young and established writers, and future issues will include plays,
unforgettable Odia poems, interactions with personalities, economics,
banking, etc.

Jharana is edited by Manoj Kumar Jena, MA, LLB, CAIIB. He had written
3 short stories books, two books of poems. He has also written about the
Lord Jagannath and His temple. He has compiled a book on the memories
of his parents. He is also the Executive Editor of the magazine Chir
Samarthaa. Prof Sarat Chandra Rath is associated with this magazine,
providing directions and suggestions.
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Eeshopanishad vishleshan. Original Hindi Dr Satyabrata Siddhantalankar.
Odia translator and Editor: Birendra Kar. Bhubaneswar, 2024. It is a book
on the Eesha, the almighty, the only controller of the whole universe, the
limitless space pervading everywhere. Other meaning of ‘Eesha’ is the only
administrator. Upanishad means that leads to the Eternal Truth. There are
18 hymns in it, 17 of which are from the 40™ chapter of the Yajurveda, the
predictor of human deeds (Karmakanda). It gives the knowledge of Eesha.
There are so many contradicting facts opposing each other; such as it is very
tiny (Aniyan), and very vast (Mahiyan); and it is very near and very far. The
ignorance continues the life, but knowledge leads to salvation. Soul has not
a physical entity but it bears the impressions of actions and deeds in the
whole life. So one should think of what one has done, failed to do, and was
supposed to do. Deeds are the pioneer of the next birth, what are to be
available to enjoy and how long to survive. These are the gists of this book,
‘Eeshopanishad Vishleshan’.

92



Book review ng
SRWIAN

Srujan ISSN 2976-9329

Buddha
Smiles &
Other Stories

' Kimar Mahapatra

Manoj Kumar Mahapatra. Buddha Smiles and Other Stories. Bhubaneswar:
Teerataranga publications, 2023.

The book is a compilation of ten short stories written by the author over a
period. This is his first English story compilation. Some of these have been
published before in magazines and periodicals.

Mr Mahapatra has written over 200 stories and ten novels; besides writing
stories, he is also a biographer, translator, poet and essayist. He talks on
spirituality, Buddhism and Veda. In his worklife he has managed Human
Resources for many corporate organisations.
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Information about the journal

gee : @ @96@G @dim [The Srujan: The Creativity Journal (SCJ) ISSN

2976-9329] is an endeavour to showcase creative excellence from Odisha
and promote it worldwide. This will include Poetry, Short Stories,
Paintings, Photography, Dance, Sculpting and any other creative outputs. It
is an attempt to put together the choicest creative articles in Odia Literature
and creativity in other artistic expressions linked to Odisha for an
international readership; with an aim of propagating, promoting Odia
literature and creativity worldwide.

Articles

Articles of creative writing (poems, short stories, paintings, sculpting,
dance, photographs, and other art forms etc.) related to Odisha are included
in this International Journal. It is designed to be a multilingual journal.
Translations from different languages to Odia and from Odia to other
languages (with written permissions from original copy right holder) are
also accepted. Articles from authors connected to Odisha who are writing in
other languages are also welcome (preferably in English).

Journal also encourages readers to suggest a good piece of creative writing
or art of an author or creator to be included in this journal.

Periodicity

At the moment it is thrice a year: April, August and December. The
frequency may increase. There is provision of special issues occasionally.

Publication Ethics

It is important that the authors need to adhere to the publication ethics. If
plagiarism or any other unethical practice is brought the notice of the
editorial board, a process will be followed and the article will be retracted
and the readers will be informed. Readers are encouraged to report
plagiarism or any unethical practice to the editorial board. Authors will
remain responsible for any conflicts about their submission. Editorial board
or the publishers will not have any liability.
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Instruction to authors

Type of articles

Poems: Minimum 3 and up to 5 short poems can be submitted. Shorter
poems with less than 20 lines are better.

Short stories: Only one short story can be submitted at a time, preferably
in around 2000 words or less.

Painting: One or more paintings can be presented, along with a write up
about the paintings, title, and theme, method of painting and about the
painter. High quality JPEG files are needed.

Photographs: Artistic photographs can be submitted, one or more at a time,
along with a write up about them. Photographs of creative sculptures can
also be submitted. Photographs should be in high resolution JPEG files.

Photographs of dance / dancer / with explanations
Photographs of sculptures / sculpting

Biography of famous creators in history: Article on a creative person,
detailing their creative achievements, and background can be submitted
with relevant photographs. These articles are expected to be no more than
500 words.

Book and Magazine Reviews: short write ups up to 200 words with
specific information.

Preparation of the manuscript

Articles should be prepared in MS Word, any editable Font (Unicode font,
e.g Kalinga). Please check spellings, and avoid objectionable content. Save
the file in your name and the type of article (e.g. Ramnath Lenka - Poem)

Please provide these details

1. Author name* [if you use a pseudonym, please provide actual name,
address and phone number]

2. Address: Current place of residence, State/Country*

3. Author biography (around 50-100 words) Example style: Name
Surname, Artistry, usual work, ... etc. ...],* Please make it in one
paragraph, to be written in third person providing specific information.

4. Email*

[Please note: Articles sent from your email will be considered as your
confirmation that it is your original article, and you will be solely
responsible for any dispute or copyright violation.]
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5. Phone/WhatsApp (not to be published)

6. The details previous publication (if any) of submitted article: name of
the magazine/newspaper where published, Year (date). If published
earlier, please ensure that, if needed, you have authority to republish or
have written permission from the original publisher / copyright holder
to republish.

7. Title of the article

8. Content of the article

9. If submitting photographs of paintings, sculptures or artistic

photography, etc., these should be given in high resolution JPEG files
separately. JPEG file names should have the name of the
author/contributor.

Book and Magazine Reviews

Srujan publishes Book Reviews in its issues to popularise books related to
Odisha, Odia and translated literary / creative works. Interested authors,
editors and publishers may send two copies of the book or an eCopy for
review. Along with the book, please send following information by email to
srujan.journal@gmail.com: 1 Title of the book: 2. Author full name: 3.
Publisher and address: 4. Publication place: 5. Publication year: 6. Book
availability: 7. Any Internet link to order the book and 8. Cover page photo
of the book in JPEG. In addition any specific points about the book that
should be considered for inclusion in review can be mentioned.

Srujan publishes Magazine Reviews in its issues to popularise magazines
related to Odisha and Odia. Interested Editors and publishers may send two
copies of the magazine or an eCopy for review. Along with the magazine,
please send following information by email to srujan.journal@gmail.com:
1. Title of the magazine: 2. Full name of Editors: 3. Publisher and address:
4. Publication place: 5. Publication frequency: 6. Any link to order the
magazine; 7. Cover page photo of the Magazine in JPEG. Along with these,
any specific points about the magazine that should be considered for
inclusion in review and article submission email or address can be provided.

Address to send the books and magazines:
Editor, Srujan, 60 Highfield Drive, Epsom, KT19 0AP, London, UK.

However, if required, the books and magazines can be sent to: Srujan, 130,
Ratnakar Bag, Bhubaneswar, 751018, India.
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Submission of articles

Articles are submitted by email. srujan.journal@gmail.com or
srujan@instituteofinsight.org Communication regarding outcome of the
article (acceptance or rejection) will be communicated in a reasonable time
frame or within 3-6 months. The scope of additional communication is
limited, considering that the project is supported by volunteers.

Selection process

Some articles are invited. All other submitted articles are subjected to a
review process (mostly double-blind / anonymous without the identities of
authors or reviewers disclosed). Following review, based on the reviewers’
feedback, articles are selected for publication. Editors facilitate the overall
process. Articles with objectionable content that may hurt the sentiments are
rejected. Articles without adequate info on the ‘author instructions’ will not
be processed further. Please check for spelling mistakes, typographical
issues before submission. Editors’ decisions are final.

Copyright

Authors retain the copyright. The articles are published under suitable
CreativeCommons License. Authors can submit their articles published in
the past, if they hold the copyright, or have written permission from the
previous publisher to republish. In the latter case the authors need to
provide the written permission from the original copyright holder.

Open access

The journal is open access. There are no publication fees for the authors;
and it is freely available for the readers, with support from the Institute of
Insight, UK.

Template / Checklist for submission
Author contact details: Author name / Address: place, State/Country, / Email / Phone (not to

be published)

Author biography (50-100 words) Please provide it in a paragraph. Examples of content (not
mandatory) to include: Medium of creative expression, Education, Work, Leisure work,
Published book titles, Recognitions / awards, Few lines about your creativity, Few lines about
yourself

Title of article

Content of the article

Photographs for articles (paintings, photographs, sculptures etc.) should be given in high
resolution JPEG files separately. File name should have the name of the author/contributor.
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The Institute of Insight

The Institute of Insight, UK
[A non-profit organisation]
The Institute of Insight is a non-profit organisation with an objective to

advance education, promote health and creativity to improve quality of life
by providing opportunities for lifelong learning, training, appropriate
services, research, and publications for the benefit of general public and
professionals worldwide.

The Institute is working in partnership with Quality of Life Research and
Development Foundation (QoLReF) and Geriatric Care and Research
organisation (GeriCaRe) which are academic and charitable organisations
supported by resource persons worldwide.

The Institute of Insight is currently supporting various public education
initiatives, research related works and publications. It is contributing to the
Healthy Ageing Conference a public education event in India, for elderly
people and their caregivers. It sponsors publication of Journal of Geriatric
Care and Research, Srujan, The Creativity Journal, which are freely
available to general public and professionals.
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